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EditorialEditorial

Let’s do more than talking for women farmers
	 or	years	supporting	women	
	 farmers	is	something	that	
	 different	 stakeholders	 talk	 and	
do	 some	 actions	 about	 but	 it’s	 never	
enough.

Yes	 a	 lot	more	 need	 to	 be	 done	 in	 that	
area	 to	 help	 eradicate	 hunger,	 poverty	
and	ultimately	do	away	with	uncertainties	
of	food	securities	facing	most	countries.

Since	time	immemorial	women	have	tilled	
and	ploughed	the	lands	in	Africa,	yes	with	
support	from	their	families	and	husbands	
but	now	a	lot	of	dynamics	have	changed,	
urbanisation,	 lots	of	single	mother	head-
ed	 families	 and	 slow	 technology	 adop-
tion,	 	as	mechanised	 farming	 is	now	the	
new	norm	in	farming.

Therefore	think-tanks	need	to	come	with	
more	incentives	to	lure	every	stakeholder	
in	our	communities	to	rally	behind	women	
in	farming,	they	need	our	support,	simple	
because	we	need	 food	everyday	on	our	
tables.

Every	 innovative	 idea	 genuinely	 shared	
should	help	improve	the	agriculture	value	
chain	for	women.

Over	the	years	different	programmes	and	
projects	 have	 been	 put	 in	 place	 to	 help	
women	farmers,	we	say	Kudos!,	to	those	
that	have	already	started	helping	women	
farmers,	 for	 your	 efforts	 are	 not	 in	 vain,	
some	 of	 the	 projects	 have	 successfully	
evolved	to	commercial	projects.

We	need	more	such	commercial	projects	
but	only	with	the	right	supporting	and	cor-
rect	nurturing,	such	will	be	possible.

F Issues	related	to	funding	are	always	raised	
but	l	believe	it	will	be	health	starting	from	
zero,	 with	 traditional	 farming	 methods	
and	gradual	 lure	 funders	after	setting	up	
an	organised	cluster	women	farmers	in	a	
given	area.

Let	both	governments	and	private	sector	
in	our	communities	think	and	work	on	giv-
ing	our	communities	the	best	support	for	
women	farmers.

With	 more	 empowered	 women	 farmers	

a	 lot	will	be	achieved	 including	 reducing	
poverty,	malnutrition,	 hunger,	 donor	 reli-
ance	among	others.

Our	plea	for	more	women	support	should	
get	 a	 resounding	 support,	 for	 farming	 is	
the	base	for	our	economies.

Remember to share with us your com-
ments, opinions and letters!

Enjoy the read!

Innovative
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performance and results!
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News BriefsNews Briefs

Togo’s honey and wax output grows 

In	 2019,	 Togo	produced	59,833	L	of	
honey,	58.6	percent	more	 than	 it	did	
in	2018,	 that	 is	37,727	L,	 the	figures	
were	disclosed	by	the	ministry	of	ag-
riculture.	

Similarly,	 the	country	produced	more	
wax	 from	 one	 year	 to	 the	 other:	
3,231.3	 kg	 in	 2019,	 and	 949.5	 kg	 in	
2018	(+9.6	percent).	

Consequently,	 the	 earnings	 of	 bee	
farmers	 grew	 by	 54.4	 percent,	 from	
CFA123	 million	 in	 2018	 to	 CFA190	
million	the	following	year.	

According	 to	 the	DSID,	 the	 director-
ate	in	charge	of	agricultural	statistics,	
IT,	 and	 documentation,	 bee	 farming	
is	 practiced	 in	 all	 Togolese	 regions,	
by	about	1,700	men	(81	percent)	and	
women	(18	percent).	The	largest	con-
centration	 of	 bee	 farmers	 (41.8	 per-
cent	 of	 the	 total	 population	 of	 bee	
farmers	 in	 the	 country)	 is	 located	 in	
the	Plateaux	region.	

Let’s	 recall	 that	 in	 November	 2019,	
bee	 farmers,	 supported	 by	 the	 gov-
ernment,	 regrouped	 into	 the	 “Inter-
professional	Council	 for	Bee	 farming	
(CIFAP).”	

Ivory Coast overhaul coffee pro-
duction

Ivory	 Coast	 will	 revamp	 its	 coffee	
production	 after	 it	 has	 fallen	 61	per-
cent	 in	 a	 decade,	 Kobenan	 Kouassi	
Adjoumani,	Minister	 of	 State	 for	 Ag-
riculture	 and	Rural	Development	 has	
announced.

“Ten	years	ago,	we	produced	180,000	
tons	of	coffee,	but	today	we	are	at	just	
70,000	tons;	this	is	a	serious	threat,”	
the	 minister	 told	 reporters	 during	
a	 visit	 at	 the	 factory	 of	 Nestle	 Cote	
d’Ivoire	SA,	the	Ivoirian	affiliate	of	the	
Swiss	food-and-beverage	company.

The	visit	came	after		Adjoumani’s	dis-
cussions	 with	 Nestle	 management,	
who	had	raised	concerns	that	the	cof-
fee	industry	in	the	country	was	facing	
a	downturn.
Adjoumani	 didn’t	 share	 government	

plans	 on	 investments	 to	 boost	 the	
crop.	Nestle	Cote	d’Ivoire’s	managing	
director	Thomas	Caso	described	 the	
decline	 in	 coffee	production	as	 “dis-
turbing.”

Caso	 said	 his	 company	 has	 entered	
into	an	agreement	with	 the	country’s	
National	 Center	 for	 Agronomic	 Re-
search,	 or	 CNRA,	 to	 produce	 new	
coffee	varieties	 that	will	be	distribut-
ed	to	farmers	to	help	boost	the	crop’s	
output.

New peanut varieties introduced in 
Togo
To	 valorize	 its	 peanut	 sector,	 Togo	
adopted	 earlier	 this	 year,	 new,	 more	
productive	varieties.	A	total	of	13	va-
rieties	 from	 the	 Mali-based	 Interna-
tional	Crops	Research	Institute	for	the	
Semi-Arid	Tropics	(ICRISAT),	and	four	
from	the	Senegalese	Institute	for	Agri-
cultural	Research	(ISRA)	were	in	effect	
introduced	and	tested	in	Togo.	

These	 varieties’	 seeds	 are	 certified	
and	 have	 a	 guaranteed	 45%	 yield	
rate,	according	to	the	Togolese	Insti-
tute	of	Agronomic	Research	(ITRA).	

The	 institute	 also	 notes	 that	 “pea-
nut	 varieties	 grown	 in	 Togo	give	 low	
yields.”	For	the	2020-2021	agricultur-
al	campaign,	it	adds,	the	country	had	
a	 low	output,	which	stood	at	43,407	
tons.

As	 part	 of	 efforts	 to	 modernize	 the	
sector,	 twenty	 (20)	 processing	 units	
have	 been	 installed	 and	 are	 opera-
tional;	they	produce	an	average	of	15	
t	of	oil	per	month.

Ecobank Ghana pledges support 
for women in agriculture

Ecobank	Ghana	Limited	says	it	is	set	
to	extend	financial	support	with	rela-
tively	 low	 interest	 rates	 to	women	 in	
the	agricultural	sector.

The	 bank	 is	 ready	 to	 register	 these	
women	across	the	country	on	it	digital	
platform	to	boost	their	operations.

This	was	disclosed	by	the	Acting	Head	
of	the	Women’s	Desk	of	the	bank,	Dr.	
Lorette	 Sarpong	 at	 a	 one-day	 agri-

cultural	 production	 fair	 organized	 by	
Agrihouse	Foundation	at	Dzorwulu	in	
Accra.

According	 to	Dr.	Sarpong,	 the	digital	
platform	will	expose	these	women	to	
a	lot	of	opportunities	including	an	ex-
panded	market.

Dr.	Loretta	Sarpong	said	the	partner-
ship	 with	 the	 Agrihouse	 Foundation	
will	go	a	long	way	to	impact	members	
of	the	foundation.

Dubbed,	‘Agri	Woman	Market	Place’,	
the	event	formed	part	of	the	Founda-
tion’s	 vigorous	advocacy	program	 to	
create	 market	 opportunities	 and	 so-
licit	 support	 for	 women	 in	 the	 agric	
sector.	 It	 also	offered	an	opportunity	
to	the	residents	in	the	locality	to	pur-
chase	fresh	food	stuff.		

About	 15	 companies	 displaying	 a	
wide	 range	 of	 agricultural	 produce	
and	locally	packaged	food	items	were	
present.

Some	of	 the	 companies	were	Nyon-
kdo	 Farmers	 Association,	Mazia	 Co.	
Enterprise,	 Jana	 Psalms	 Enterprise,	
and	Queen	Stars	Food.	

Startup to support over 50,000 
smallholder farmers in Nigeria

Thrive	 Agric,	 a	 Nigeria	 agritech	 of-
fering	 smallholder	 farmers	 access	
to	 finance,	 high-quality	 farm	 inputs,	
data-driven	 advisory	 services,	 and	 a	
marketplace	for	their	produce.

The	 tech-driven	 startup	 is	 looking	
to	 support	 over	 50,000	 smallholder	
farmers	 around	 Kaduna,	 Kano,	 and	
Kebbi	states,	growing	rice,	soybeans,	
and	maize.	This	is	part	of	its	commit-
ment	to	strengthening	agricultural	val-
ue	chains	across	the	country.

The	 one-year	 ambitious	 plan	 by	
Thrive	Agric	 is	 financed	by	 the	West	
Africa	Trade	&	Investment	Hub	(Trade	
Hub)	which	is	USAID-funded,	through	
a	 $1.75	 million	 co-investment	 grant.	
Aside	from	this	capital	infusion,	Thrive	
Agric	is	looking	to	raise	$10	million	for	
the	endeavor.
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Cover Story

Women farmers’ financing 
needs answered in 
Côte d’Ivoire

	 s	part	of	efforts	to	boost	the	
	 professional	capacities,	incomes
	 and	 access	 to	 finance	 of	 thou-
sands	 of	 Ivorian	 women	 smallholder	
farmers	in	the	staple	food	sector,	IFC	and	
the	 African	 Development	 Bank’s	 (AfDB)	
Affirmative	Finance	Action	 for	Women	 in	
Africa	(AFAWA)	initiative	have	launched	a	
new	partnership	program.

The	three-year	advisory	project	–	in	con-
sultation	with	Côte	d’Ivoire’s	government	
and	 financial	 institutions	 –	 will	 support	
200	 women-led	 farmer	 organizations	 in	
the	West	African	nation.	

The	 IFC-AfDB	 Women-led	 Staple	 Food	
Cooperatives	 Advisory	 Project	 aims	 to	
assist	 largely	 informal	 organizations	 and	
smallholder	women	farmers	with	the	for-
malization	process.	

Project	 support	 will	 offer	 training	 on	 a	
variety	 of	 professional	 practices,	 includ-
ing	technical,	business,	and	financial	and	
contracting	skills.

The	 IFC	 and	 the	 African	 Development	
Bank	will	 work	 directly	with	 financial	 in-

A stitutions	 in	 Côte	 d’Ivoire,	 helping	 them	
better	understand	and	meet	women’s	fi-
nancing	needs.	

In	 addition,	 the	 project	 will	 serve	 as	 a	
platform	to	sustain	collaboration	with	the	
government	to	improve	the	business	en-
vironment	 for	 women-led	 cooperatives	
through	legal,	regulatory,	and	institutional	
reforms.

“This	comprehensive	project	with	the	Af-
rican	 Development	 Bank	 is	 an	 excellent	
opportunity	 for	 Ivorian	women-led	 farm-
ers	to	create	and	develop	their	business-
es.	Affordable	and	sustainable	finance	for	
women	is	a	priority	for	IFC	because	of	its	
potential	 to	 support	 entrepreneurs	 and	
their	families,	as	well	as	to	grow	the	wider	
economy,”	said	Aliou	Maiga,	IFC	Regional	
Director	for	West	and	Central	Africa.

Agriculture	accounts	 for	 about	a	quarter	
of	Côte	d’Ivoire’s	GDP	and	almost	half	of	
its	employment.	Women	farmer	coopera-
tives	in	the	country	often	lack	access	to	fi-
nancial	training	and	skills.	Moreover,	they	
don’t	 have	access	 to	market	 knowledge	
and	 the	 required	 standards,	 which	 limit	

their	incomes	and	growth	opportunity.

“Working	 with	 the	 government	 of	 Côte	
d’Ivoire	 to	 address	 the	 bottlenecks	 fac-
ing	women	cooperatives	 in	 staple	 crops	
production	 and	 improving	 their	 enabling	
business	 environment	 will	 positively	 im-
pact	 food	 production	 in	 the	 country	 but	
also	 enhance	 women-led	 cooperatives	
ability	to	fully	participate	in	the	economic	
growth	of	 the	country,”	said	Marie	Laure	
Akin-Olugbade,	the	African	Development	
Bank’s	Regional	Director	for	West	Africa.

The	$3	million	project	will	be	implemented	
with	 support	 from	 the	Women	Entrepre-
neurship	Finance	Initiative	(We-Fi),	which	
aims	to	demonstrate	 the	viability,	poten-
tial,	 profitability,	 and	 trade	 capability	 of	
women-owned	small	and	medium	enter-
prises	(SMEs)	in	emerging	and	developing	
markets.	

The	project	is	also	supported	by	the	Pri-
vate	 Sector	Window	 of	 the	Global	 Agri-
culture	and	Food	Security	Program	(GAF-
SP),	with	dedicated	funding	from	the	UK	
to	support	synergies	between	 the	public	
and	private	sector	windows.	
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Regional News

Africa yet to meet target of 10% national 
budget for agriculture
						n	2003,	the	heads	of	state	and	
						government	of	the	African	Union	
						recognised	that	greater	public	
spending	 on	 agriculture	 was	 needed	 to	
eradicate	hunger	and	poverty	across	the	
continent.

This	 prompted	 them	 to	make	 a	 political	
commitment	 -	 the	 Maputo	 Declaration	
-	 to	 allocate	 at	 least	 10	 percent	 of	 their	
national	 budget	 to	 food	 and	 agriculture,	
under	the	Comprehensive	Africa	Agricul-
ture	Development	Programme	(CAADP).

Almost	20	years	later,	many	countries,	in-
cluding	13	studied	in	a	new	research,	have	
not	yet	reached	the	objective	pledged	in	
Maputo.

Despite	 sub-Saharan	 Africa	 registering	
currently	recording	lower	Covid-19	infec-
tions	and	deaths	than	other	regions	in	the	
world,	 the	 latest	 economic	 projections	
from	the	International	Monetary	Fund	say	
it	 could	 experience	 a	 contraction	 in	 re-
gional	economies	by	about	three	percent,	
with	an	average	GDP	per	capita	drop	of	
up	to	5.4	percent	-	back	to	 levels	of	 the	
beginning	of	the	decade.

I Even	 before	 the	 COVID-19	 pandemic,	
hunger	 in	 sub-Saharan	Africa	was	slow-
ly	rising	according	to	the	United	Nation’s	
Food	 and	 Agricultural	 Organisation.	 In	
2019,	 an	 estimated	 690	 million	 people	
suffered	from	undernourishment,	235	mil-
lion	of	whom	were	in	sub-Saharan	Africa.	
In	the	region,	agriculture	remains	the	main	
source	of	employment	and	a	critical	sec-
tor	in	terms	of	economic	development.

The	 continent	 is	 facing	 an	unprecedent-
ed	 economic	 crisis	 that	 could	 push	 an	
additional	five	million	to	29	million	people	
into	poverty,	end	up	to	19	million	jobs	and	
raise	the	number	of	undernourished	peo-
ple	in	food-importing	countries	by	an	ad-
ditional	14.4	million	to	80.3	million	people.

A	 new	 report	 titled	 Public	 expenditure	
on	 food	 and	 agriculture	 in	 sub-Saharan	
Africa:	 Trends,	 challenges	 and	 priori-
ties,	 found	 few	 countries	 have	 met	 the	
10	 percent	Maputo	 target,	 despite	 a	 re-
newed	commitment	 in	2014	 through	 the	
Malabo	Declaration.	Surprisingly	research	
showed	 that	 on	 average,	 21	 percent	 of	
budgets	devoted	to	food	and	agriculture	
in	the	region	were	not	spent,	often	due	to	
either	funds	being	disbursed	too	slowly	or	

complications	in	project	implementation.

“This	 says	 that	 large	 financial	 commit-
ments	are	not	sufficient	to	enable	a	coun-
try	 to	 transform	 its	 agricultural	 sector,”	
said	 the	 report,	 adding,	 “This	 is	particu-
larly	 true	 for	donor-funded	expenditures,	
where	the	share	of	unspent	funds	is	sub-
stantially	higher	at	around	40	percent.”	

Overall,	a	number	of	sub-Saharan	Africa	
countries	still	rely	on	donor	funds	for	their	
agriculture	sector,	with	the	share	of	donor	
expenditure	 as	 a	 proportion	 of	 total	 ag-
ricultural	spending	averaging	36	percent.
In	Burundi,	for	example,	agriculture	relies	
heavily	 on	 official	 development	 assis-
tance	(ODA),	where	donor	allocations	ac-
counted	for	70	percent	of	the	agricultural	
budget.

Together	with	the	high	reliance	on	donor	
expenditures,	another	driver	of	 low	bud-
get	 execution	 rate	 in	 agriculture	 is	 the	
slow	 disbursement	 of	 funds	 in	 such	 a	
highly	seasonal	business,	which	requires	
certain	investments	at	a	very	specific	time	
of	the	year.	“This	not	only	delays	the	im-
plementation	of	potentially	transformative	
projects	 but	 may	 also	 jeopardise	 future	
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donor	allocations	to	the	agricultural	sec-
tor,”	said	the	researchers.	“Also,	the	fail-
ure	to	spend	the	budgeted	amounts	may	
explain	why	finance	ministries	may	be	re-
luctant	to	allocate	more	financial	resourc-
es	to	food	and	agriculture.”

Execution	of	donor	expenditure	is	partic-
ularly	low	and	variable	in	Kenya,	Burundi	
and	Burkina	Faso	at	about	61	percent	on	
average,	against	an	execution	rate	of	91	
percent	 for	 national	 expenditure,	 mean-
ing	that	a	large	proportion	of	the	available	
funds	 are	 not	 used,	 thereby	 delaying	 or	
hindering	critical	investments.

The	researchers	 found	that	 typically,	do-
nors	 tend	 to	 fund	 agricultural	 infrastruc-
ture,	such	as	roads	and	off-farm	irrigation:	
An	average	25	percent	of	donor	 funding	
goes	to	this	category.	On	the	other	hand,	
national	resources	are	mainly	directed	to-
wards	 providing	 producer	 transfers,	 i.e.	
input	subsidies.	About	23	percent	of	bud-
gets	 on	 food	 and	 agriculture	 in	 sub-Sa-
haran	Africa	were	spent	on	input	subsidy	
programmes	 between	 2004-2018.	 Com-
plexities	 in	 procurement,	 weak	 co-ordi-
nation	with	donors	and	with	decentralised	
governments	were	identified	as	key	con-
straints	to	the	execution	of	donor	support	
for	the	food	and	agriculture	sector.

Salaries,	 wages	 and	 other	 recurrent	 ex-
penditures	are	typically	more	predictable	
and	 are	 usually	 financed	 by	 domestic	
sources	 as	 opposed	 to	 donor-funded	
expenditures,	 which	 mostly	 fund	 capital	
expenditures	 that	 are	 more	 difficult	 to	
implement	 and	more	 exposed	 to	 abrupt	
changes.	 While	 donor	 funds	 mainly	 fi-
nance	 investment	 projects	 which	 may	
require	 legislative	 approval	 (even	 when	
resources	have	been	budgeted)	and	pro-
curement	plans	may	not	be	drafted	before	
budgets	are	made	available,	delaying	the	
implementation	of	projects	and	undermin-
ing	execution	of	expenditure	by	donors.

“Given	 that	 a	 large	 proportion	 of	 donor	
funding	for	agriculture	currently	goes	un-
spent,	 it	 is	 important	 that	 countries,	 to-
gether	 with	 their	 development	 partners,	
come	 up	 with	 solutions.	 These	 could	
include	 simplifying	 existing	 procedures,	
improving	 coordination,	 improving	 local	
capacities	to	manage	and	execute	funds	
particularly	among	civil	servants,	or	shift-
ing	to	budget	support	as	an	aid	modality,”	
the	researchers	recommend.	“Addressing	
low	 execution	 rates	 could	 increase	 the	
level	of	actual	expenditure,	without	addi-
tional	 resources	 and	 support	 potentially	
transformative	projects.”

The	 researchers	 call	 on	 the	 continent	 to	
improve	 public	 expenditure	 monitoring	
systems	and	to	pinpoint	how	and	where	
funds	should	be	best	disbursed	for	 food	
security,	nutrition	and	agricultural	produc-
tion.It	found	that	even	though	agriculture	
employs	over	half	of	sub-Saharan	Africa’s	
active	labour	force,	the	continent	spends	
less	 per	 capita	 on	 agriculture	 relative	 to	
other	regions	in	the	world.

The	 publication	 by	 the	 FAO	 Monitoring	
and	Analysing	Food	an	Agricultural	Poli-
cies	Programme	within	the	FAO	Agrifood	
Economics	Division	said	on	average,	the	
sub-Saharan	 Africa	 countries	 studied	 in	
this	 report	 spent	 around	 six	 percent	 of	
national	 budgets	 on	 food	 and	 agricul-
ture,	with	Malawi	being	 the	only	country	
that	consistently	met	the	10	percent	and	
Mali,	in	some	years	achieved	the	CAADP	
threshold/Maputo	Declaration.

A	declining	share	of	total	expenditure	al-
located	to	the	sector	was	noted	in	Ugan-
da,	 Tanzania,	 Ghana	 and	 Mozambique,	
whereas	an	upward	trend	was	seen	in	Bu-
rundi	and	Senegal.	In	the	remaining	coun-
tries	no	clear-cut	trend	was	observed	as	
food	 and	 agricultural	 expenditures	 have	
been	too	volatile.
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Calpeda Group
Expands in East 
Africa
	 he	Calpeda	group	are	recognised	as	one	the	
	 leading	manufacturers	of	water	pumps	
	 throughout	the	world.	Renowned	for	their	prod-
uct	 quality,	 and	 an	 insistence	 that	 materials	 are	 only	
sourced	 locally,	 that	 every	 pump	 is	 fully	 tested	 before	
being	 placed	 on	 the	 market	 and	 that	 they	 meet	 with	
exacting	 international	 standards	 for	 safety,	 Energy	 and	
Environment	 the	Calpeda	Group	can	supply	a	compre-
hensive	range	of	water	pumps	from	0.15	to	over	400kW.

Robust	 construction,	 reliability,	 safety,	 efficiency	 and	
environment	are	the	key	words	to	the	philosophy	of	the	
group.

With	one	of	the	largest	ranges	of	water	pumps	extend-
ing	to	over	70,000	models,	Calpeda	and	their	specialist	
submersible	production	company	Subteck	are	capable	
of	 fulfilling	 virtually	 every	water	 pumping	 application	 in	
domestic,	 commercial	 and	 industrial	 sectors	 including	
the	supply	of	our	own	variable	speed	drive	and	control	
systems.

A	key	market	for	our	group	is	irrigation	where	we	can	pro-
vide	a	wide	range	of	pumps	-	surface	mounted	borehole	
and	submersible,	including	solar,	providing	reliable	water	
supply	solutions.

Critical	 water	 supply	 for	 agriculture	 should	 never	 be	
compromised	 through	 the	use	of	 low	price,	 low	quality	
products,	‘water	is	life’	and	we	are	committed	to	ensur-
ing	that	pump	distributors,	installers	and	users	get	value	
for	money	when	choosing	to	install	our	brands.

Our	group	is	looking	to	partner	interested	parties	across	
East	Africa	including	OEMs,	Irrigation	Companies,	Pump	
Dealers,	Solar	Pump	Installers	and	Borehole	Drillers.

For	further	information	please	visit	our	websites	
www.calpeda.com	and	www.subteck.it

Or contact us directly via our offices:

Calpeda	Group
c/o	Subteck	S.p.A.
Via	Armenia,	6	Z.I.	-	33078	S.Vito	al	Tagliamento	(PN)	
T:	+39	043485121	
E:	info@subteck.it

Regional	Manager	sub-	Saharan	Africa	call	or	WhatsApp:	
0027	60	999	2751

T

Subteck S.p.A.
S.Vito al Tagliamento (PN) Italy

T: +39 043485121 E: info@subteck.it
W: www.subteck.it
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Europe, Asia rob West Africa of fish
By CHRIS GILILI 

	 reenpeace	Africa	has	released	a	
	 report	that	links	the	fishing	
	 behaviour	 of	 European	 compa-
nies	 to	 food	 insecurity	 in	 West	 African	
countries.	 The	 report,	 titled	 Feeding	 a	
Monster:	How	European	Aquaculture	and	
Animal	Feed	Industries	Are	Stealing	Food	
From	West	African	Commu	nities,	reveals	
how	 more	 than	 half	 a	 million	 tonnes	 of	
small	fish	are	extracted	every	year	along	
the	 coast	 of	West	 Africa	 and	 converted	
into	feed	for	aqua	and	agriculture	farming,	
dietary	 supplements,	 cosmetics	 and	pet	
food	products	outside	 the	African	conti-
nent.

The	report	is	mostly	based	on	research	of	
the	fishmeal	and	fish	oil	(FMFO)	trade	and	
supply	links	between	the	industry	in	West	
Africa	and	the	European	market.

A	senior	 campaigner	at	Greenpeace,	Dr.	
Ibrahima	 Cissé,	 said	 depriving	West	 Af-
ricans	 of	 a	 basic	 source	 of	 protein	 and	
producing	 dietary	 supplements	 for	 the	
international	market	 instead	 displayed	 a	
blatant	 disregard	 for	 local	 and	 interna-
tional	laws.

“Fish	 fit	 for	 human	 consumption	 should	
not	and	must	never	again	be	stolen	from	
communities	in	West	Africa	to	service	the	
needs	 of	 other	 countries.	 Our	 govern-
ments	must	act	fast	to	put	an	end	to	this,”	
he	said	in	a	statement.

“The	 fishmeal	 and	 fish	 oil	 industry,	 and	

G all	 governments	 and	 companies	 sup-
porting	 them,	are	basically	 robbing	 local	
populations	of	livelihoods	and	food.	This	
goes	 against	 international	 commitments	
on	 sustainable	 development,	 poverty	 al-
leviation,	food	security,	and	gender	equal-
ity.”

According	 to	 the	 report:	 “The	 Gambia,	
Mauritania	 and	 Senegal	 have	 a	 con-
sumption	level	of	15kg	of	fish	per	person	
per	year,	which	is	higher	than	the	rest	of	
the	 continent	 (10kg	per	 person	per	 year	
—	the	 lowest	 in	 the	world).	We	calculat-
ed	that	this	amount	of	fish,	extracted	by	
the	FMFO	industry,	could	potentially	feed	
more	than	33-million	people	each	year	—	
more	 than	 the	 combined	 populations	 of	
Gambia,	Mauritania	and	Senegal.”	

The	 UN’s	 2021	 World	 Food	 Pro-
gramme	global	report	on	food	crises	says	
135-million	 people	 were	 suffering	 from	
acute	food	insecurity	in	the	world	in	2019,	
and	73-million	of	these	people	were	in	Af-
rica.	

The	numbers	are	likely	to	have	worsened	
because	 of	 Covid-19,	 which	 exposed	
more	people	to	food	insecurity.		

Those	 most	 affected	 in	 West	 Africa	 are	
women	who	smoke,	salt,	dry	and	sell	fish	
to	 local	markets.	Artisanal	fishermen	are	
also	affected,	as	 is	 the	population	 in	 the	
subregion	that	depends	on	fish	for	animal	
protein.

The	 report	 says	up	 to	70	percent	of	 the	
Senegalese	 population	 and	 half	 of	 the	
Gambia’s	depend	on	the	fisheries	sector	
for	income.	

“Although	 we	 cannot	 establish	 a	 direct	
chain	 of	 custody	 between	 the	 retailers	
and	 West	 African	 FMFO,	 the	 retailers’	
connection	 with	 companies	 involved	 in	
the	West	African	supply	chain	is	problem-
atic	and,	 irrespective	of	whether	 there	 is	
a	direct	chain	of	custody,	they	should	not	
source	from	those	who	source	from	West	
Africa,”	the	report	notes.

Investigations	 also	 found	 that	 some	Eu-
ropean	retailers	source	 from	aquaculture	
and	 aquafeed	 producers	 that,	 in	 turn,	
source	 from	 reduction	 fisheries	 in	 West	
Africa.	

There	are	human	health	concerns	as	well.	
“Additionally,	 the	 FMFO	 industry’s	 oper-
ations	in	the	region	have	severe	negative	
environmental,	 socio	economic	 and	 hu-
man	 health	 consequences	 of	 the	 FMFO	
industry	operations	in	the	region.

“In	 Mauritania	 —	 the	 country	 with	 the	
largest	 number	 of	 FMFO	 factories	 —	
many	complaints	of	chronic	sickness	and	
asthmatic	disorders	have	been	reported,	
as	well	 as	 ecological	 damage	 to	marine	
areas	near	the	factories,”	according	to	the	
report.
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Farmforte seals strategic partnership to boost 
agriculture
	 armforte	Limited	has	signed	a	
	 strategic	Memorandum	of	
	 Understanding	 (MOU)	 with	 the	
Agricultural	 Fresh	Produce	Growers	 and	
Exporters	 Association	 of	 Nigeria	 (AF-
GEAN),	 HYBR,	 a	 pan-African	 Innovation	
firm,	and	ALTS,	a	consulting	and	strategy	
development	firm.

Framforte	Limited	is	an	innovation-driven	
and	impact-oriented	company	with	signif-
icant	play	 in	 the	agriculture,	manufactur-
ing,	retail,	and	technology	sectors.

The	 quadripartite	 partnership	 will	
strengthen	common	 interest	cooperation	
and	 stimulate	 inclusive	 and	 sustainable	
growth	 within	 the	 agricultural	 sector,	 by	
capitalising	on	 the	synergy	and	compar-
ative	 advantage	 offered	 by	 each	 organi-
sation.

The	Co-Chief	Executive	Officer,	Farmfor-
forte	 Osazuwa	 Osayi,	 said:	 “Our	mid	 to	
long	 term	 strategic	 goals	 are	 further	 re-
affirmed,	as	this	partnership	will	facilitate	

F the	sharing	of	knowledge,	ideas,	and	ex-
pertise	across	the	agricultural	sector.

“We	 will	 collectively	 address	 initiatives	
and	 approaches	 concerning	 agricultural	
investments,	food	security,	and	the	over-
all	 robustness	 of	 the	 value	 chain.	 This	
collaboration	will	also	unlock	the	full	po-
tential	of	the	sector	and	place	it	on	a	re-
newed	path	for	success,	especially	within	
a	post-pandemic	economy.”

According	to	him,	as	agriculture	plays	an	
increasingly	 critical	 role	 in	 the	 sustain-
able	growth	and	development	of	Nigeria’s	
economy,	there	is	a	greater	need	to	accel-
erate	the	development	of	innovative	agri-
cultural	solutions	to	propel	the	industry’s	
exponential	growth.

Commenting,	 the	President	 of	 AFGEAN,	
Tajuddeen	 Dantata,	 said:	 “By	 creating	
dialogue	and	 fostering	 investment	 in	 the	
horticulture	 sector,	 this	 partnership	 will	
endeavor	 to	support	Farmforte	 in	 its	ex-
porting	 efforts	 by	 improving	 operational	

efficacy	and	cost-savings,	while	ultimate-
ly	 driving	 socio-economic	 growth	 in	 the	
country.”

Also	 speaking,	 the	Chief	 Executive	Offi-
cer,	 HYBR,	 Charles	Ojei,	 said:	 “To	 drive	
inclusion,	sustainability,	job	creation,	and	
Nigeria’s	 overall	 economic	 growth,	 the	
optimisation	of	the	agriculture	value	chain	
is	critical.	This	collaboration	is	a	fusion	of	
the	complementary	capabilities	of	all	part-
ners	to	move	a	bigger	agenda	forward.”

He	noted	that	the	partnership	combines	a	
depth	of	experience	in	innovation,	strate-
gy,	 policy,	 and	 value	 chain	development	
to	help	design	and	build	solutions	that	will	
drive	true	transformation	in	the	agricultur-
al	sector.

“The	 goal	 of	 this	 partnership	 is	 to	 sup-
port	 Farmforte’s	 vision	 of	 becoming	 the	
largest	agribusiness	by	2035	via	scalable	
and	world	class	innovation	across	its	en-
terprise,”	 said	 Managing	 Partner,	 ALTS,	
Akintunde	Sawyerr.

Regional News
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Ghana’s farmers aren’t all seeing the 
fruits of a Green Revolution
By JAMES BOAFO and KRISTEN LYONS

	 lobal	businesses,	donors	and	
	 governments	have	each	pursued	
	 a	 Green	 Revolution	 agenda	 in	
Africa,	Asia	and	South	America	since	the	
1960s.	Its	aim	was,	in	theory,	to	produce	
more	 food,	 reducing	 food	 insecurity	and	
poverty.	This	was	done	via	improved	seed	
varieties,	 chemical	 fertilisers	 and	 other	
agrochemicals.

However,	rates	of	hunger	continued	to	in-
crease	alongside	the	uptake	of	these	ag-
ricultural	 technologies.	 They	 have	 also	
been	 criticised	 for	 the	 carbon	 they	 pro-
duce	and	the	amount	of	water	they	use.

Despite	 the	 failings	 of	 the	 first	 Green	
Revolution,	 a	 second	 wave	 emerged	 in	
the	early	21st	century,	this	time	primarily	
targeting	 the	 African	 continent.	 National	
policies	across	a	number	of	African	coun-
tries	have	supported	this	agenda.	In	Gha-
na,	for	example,	the	government	worked	
with	donor	organisations	and	the	private	
sector	 to	 extend	 the	 Green	 Revolution	
throughout	 its	 major	 food	 producing	 ar-
eas.

The	 Brong	 Ahafo	 region,	 now	 divided	
into	Bono,	Bono	East	and	Ahafo	regions,	
is	 one	 such	 area.	 This	 zone	 is	 often	 re-

G ferred	to	as	the	“food	basket”	of	Ghana.	
It	leads	the	production	of	maize	and	other	
major	 staple	 crops.	 It	 is	 also	a	 favoured	
location	 for	 experiments	 with	 agricultur-
al	modernisation,	 because	 its	 ecological	
conditions	suit	food	crop	cultivation.

We	designed	a	study	to	analyse	drivers	of	
this	second	Green	Revolution	in	the	Brong	
Ahafo	 region.	 It	 included	key	champions	
of	this	agricultural	transformation	agenda.	
We	 also	 aimed	 to	 assess	 its	 impacts	 at	
the	local	level	and	on	different	categories	
of	farmers.

Our	study	found	that	international	donors	
and	 philanthropic	 organisations	 were	
central	 in	driving	Green	Revolution	tech-
nologies	in	this	region.	Despite	the	hopes	
–	and	hype	–	pinned	on	this	second	Green	
Revolution,	 it	 has	 failed	 to	 address	 the	
needs	of	poor	farmers.	It	hasn’t	reduced	
poverty.	Rather,	it	has	increased	farm	in-
put	 costs,	 farmer	 indebtedness	 and	 in-
equalities	among	farmers.

Given	these	outcomes,	there	is	an	urgent	
need	 to	 re-imagine	 agricultural	 transfor-
mation.	 It	 is	 farmers	 –	 not	 donors	 and	
philanthropists	 -	who	are	best	placed	 to	
lead	 a	 socially	 just	 and	 environmentally	

responsible	farming	future	in	Ghana.

A	dominant	view	among	government	and	
industry	 stakeholders	 is	 that	 the	 current	
Green	Revolution	 is	 vital	 to	make	small-
holder	farming	more	productive.	They	call	
for	access	to	farm	inputs	and	innovations,	
financial	 and	 agricultural	 services	 and	
support,	and	access	to	markets.

Our	study	 found	many	actors	 in	 farming	
communities	 also	 shared	 this	 view.	 For	
instance,	 representatives	 from	donor	 or-
ganisations	 such	 as	 the	 Alliance	 for	 the	
Green	 Revolution	 in	 Africa	 (AGRA)	 and	
the	United	States	Agency	for	Internation-
al	Development	(USAID)	championed	the	
uptake	 of	 external	 inputs	 for	 increasing	
agricultural	production.

Similarly,	 agricultural	 extension	 officers	
and	representatives	from	local	NGOs	en-
couraged	 farmers	 to	 adopt	 these	 tech-
nologies.	Pressure	also	came	from	com-
mercial	 providers	 of	 “improved”	 seeds,	
chemical	 fertilisers	and	other	agrochem-
icals.

Through	the	uptake	of	these	commercial	
inputs,	 farmers	 have	 become	 integrated	
within	 global	 agro-input	 chains.	 This	 is	
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unlike	 the	 first	 Green	 Revolution,	 when	
farm	 inputs	 were	most	 commonly	 freely	
exchanged	among	farmers.

Our	 study	 shows	 that	 farmers	 in	 the	
Brong	Ahafo	region	are	reluctantly	adopt-
ing	these	inputs.	They	are	being	told	that	
doing	so	will	help	them	adapt	to	changing	
ecological	 conditions	 –	 including	 short-
ened	rainfall	periods	and	diminished	soil	
fertility.	 Such	 claims	 are	 not	 necessarily	
matched	by	farmers’	experiences.

The	first	Green	Revolution	has	been	wide-
ly	 criticised	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 its	 adverse	
social	 and	 environmental	 impacts	 at	 the	
local	level.	Our	study	of	the	second	Green	
Revolution	 in	 the	 Brong	 Ahafo	 region	
demonstrates	similar	trends.	These	prac-

tices	of	farming	have	increased	the	costs	
of	 production	 and	put	 farmers	 further	 in	
debt.	Poor	and	 landless	migrant	 farmers	
are	hit	hardest.

Although	 new	 technologies	 may	 have	
increased	 yields,	 they	 have	 also	 raised	
costs	 of	 production	 –	 and	 there	 are	 no	
assured	 markets	 for	 produce.	 The	 re-
gion	 has	 no	 structured	 market	 systems	
that	 can	 ensure	 farmers	 generate	 an	 in-
come	from	crops.	With	bargaining	power	
skewed	in	favour	of	buyers,	the	prices	of	
produce	often	disadvantage	farmers	–	es-
pecially	when	farm	produce	is	abundant.

Commercial	farmers	who	are	able	to	pro-
duce	 in	 large	 quantities	 are	 often	 linked	
to	markets	 through	contract	buyers	who	
purchase	direct	from	their	farms.	Their	fi-

nancial	and	social	capital	puts	these	large	
scale	farmers	in	the	best	position	to	ben-
efit	 from	any	Green	Revolution	 interven-
tions.	 Poor	 and	 small	 scale	 farmers	 are	
unable	to	reap	the	same	rewards.

The	 high	 costs	 of	 production	 –	 through	
dependence	 on	 costly	 off-farm	 inputs	 –	
and	 lack	of	access	to	ready	markets	are	
driving	farmers	away	from	food	crops	and	
towards	cash	crops	for	export.	Such	con-
ditions	have	already	threatened	local	food	
systems	and	will	continue	to	do	so.

Champions	 of	 the	 second	 Green	 Revo-
lution	 in	 Africa	 –	 including	 national	 gov-
ernments,	 donors	 and	 philanthropists	 –	
promise	 its	 technologies	 are	 the	 answer	
for	 feeding	 the	world,	 even	 in	 an	 era	 of	
climate	 constraint.	 Yet	 the	 reality	 on	 the	
ground	–	as	borne	out	 in	our	study	with	
farmers	in	the	Brong	Ahafo	region	in	Gha-
na	–	tells	a	different	story.

Faced	with	the	challenges	of	 land	short-
ages	and	changing	ecological	conditions,	
alongside	 insecure	 and	 unfair	 markets,	
technological	 interventions	alone	will	not	
ensure	a	socially	just	and	environmentally	
responsible	food	system.

The	many	diverse	challenges	facing	farm-
ers	 in	Ghana	–	and	many	other	parts	of	
Africa	 –	 must	 be	 met	 by	 taking	 local	
approaches.	 These	 consider	 the	 lived	
experiences	 and	 expertise	 of	 farmers	
themselves,	 and	 are	 supported	 by	 na-
tional	 agricultural	 policies	 and	 planning.	
Farmers	need	space	 to	shape	 their	own	
livelihoods	and	to	innovate	in	response	to	
changing	ecological	conditions.

James Boafo is a lecturer in Geography 
and Sustainable Development, Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science and 
Technology (KNUST) and Kristen Lyons 
is a Professor Environment and Devel-
opment Sociology at the University of 
Queensland. 
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Opportunities abound in agriculture as a driver 
of AfCFTA – PEF
	 ccording	to	Nana	Osei-Bonsu,	
	 Chief	Executive	Officer	of	the	
	 Private	 Enterprise	 Federation	
(PEF),	 agricultural	 prospects	 abound	 as	
a	 driver	 of	 the	 African	 Continental	 Free	
Trade	Area	(AfCFTA)	for	firms	to	take	ad-
vantage	of

He	said	agriculture	was	a	major	economic	
sector	for	Africa,	which	generated	around	
US$	100	billion	or	15	per	cent	of	the	con-
tinent’s	Gross	Domestic	Product	(GDP).

He	said	although	its	contribution	to	GDP	
tended	 to	 vary	 widely	 from	 one	 country	
to	 another,	 ranging	 from	 just	 over	 2	 per	
cent	in	South	Africa	to	35	per	cent	in	Mali,	
adding	 that	 agriculture	 remained	 a	 crit-
ical	 sector	 for	 the	 continent	 in	 terms	 of	
employment,	 food	security	as	well	 as	 to	
some	extent	exports.

Nana	Osei-Bonsu	speaking	at	PEF’s	sen-
sitization	of	private	sector	players	on	the	
AfCFTA,	 said	 Africa	 possessed	 60	 per	
cent	 of	 the	 world’s	 uncultivated	 arable	
land,	intensified	its	agricultural	productiv-
ity,	 it	 could	produce	2-3	 times	more	ce-
reals	and	grains,	with	similar	increases	in	
horticulture	crops	and	livestock.

“However,	the	region	has	been	a	net	im-
porter	of	basic	food	products	for	over	two	
decades,	which	is	likely	to	worsen	in	the	
short	 term	due	 to	 the	Covid-19	crisis.	 It	
is	here	that	the	AfCFTA	becomes	crucial,”	
he	added.

The	CEO	said	 to	effectively	benefit	 from	
the	AfCFTA,	African	countries	must	focus	
on	areas	where	they	had	competitive	and	
comparative	advantage.

He	said	a	greater	portion	of	these	oppor-
tunities	were	in	agriculture	and	infrastruc-
ture.

“As	 of	 2010,	 Africa	 still	 needed	 at	 least	
$46	 billion	 in	 additional	 spending	 each	
year	 to	 upgrade	 its	 energy,	 water,	 and	
transportation	networks,”	he	said.

He	said	Ghana’s	intra-Africa	exports	val-
ue	ranking	in	the	seven	products	studied	
was	generally	impressive.

“Its	ranks	in	the	top	10	African	countries	
in	four	products	including	plastics,	miner-
al	oils,	pharmaceuticals,	manufactures	of	

A

metals;	ranks	 in	the	top	fifteen	countries	
in	two	products	including	agro-processed	
goods,	and	cosmetics	and	places	 in	 the	
top	twenty	countries	 in	one	product	tex-
tiles,”	he	added.

He	said	to	ensure	the	participation	of	busi-
nesses	in	the	AfCFTA,	there	was	the	need	
to	 develop	 and	 disseminate	 a	 schedule	
for	implementing	the	thirteen	years	stag-
gered	tariff	 reduction	arrangement	under	
the	AfCFTA.

Nana	 Osei-Bonsu	 said	 there	 was	 the	
need	to	map	and	review	the	status	of	im-
plementation	 of	 AfCFTA	 in	 other	 African	
countries	and	build	 the	support	systems	
for	 boosting	 agricultural	 production	 and	
value	 addition,	 Intellectual	 property	 right	
protection	 to	 promote	 research	 and	 de-
velopment.

He	 called	 for	 country	 level	 diagnostics	
through	 the	 establishment	 of	 National	
Agribusiness	 Apex	 Chambers/Bodies	
to	 enhance	 Intra	 Africa	 trade	 and	 adopt	
improved	 farming	 practices	 such	 as	 en-
hancing	 agricultural	 production	 through	
greenhouses.

“Facilitate	 partnership	 to	 mobilize	 long-
term	capital	from	domestic	private	sector	
sources	 for	 investment	 in	 various	 value	
chains,”	he	added.

Dr.	Abebe	Haile-Gabriel,	Assistant	Direc-
tor-General	and	Regional	Representative	
for	 Africa,	 Food	 and	 Agriculture	 Organi-
zation,	 said	 it	 was	 important	 to	 look	 at	
the	agriculture	food	systems	for	the	suc-
cessful	implementation	of	the	continental	
agreement.

He	said	 the	success	of	 the	world’s	 larg-
est	free	trade	area	rested	on	governments	
and	the	private	sector	and	that	it	was	an	
opportunity	to	invest	in	trade	and	agricul-
tural	products.

Dr.	Abebe	called	on	Ghana	to	improve	her	
physical	 and	 soft	 infrastructure	 such	 as	
digitalization,	trade	logistics	and	creating	
opportunities	for	market	access.

“Consistent	 efforts	 are	 also	 needed	 to	
reduce	 non-tariffs	 and	 other	 challenges	
which	contribute	to	high	level	of	informali-
ty	in	many	African	Countries,”	he	said.

He	 said	 governments	 could	 facilitate	
close	border	trade	by	 investing	 in	physi-
cal	infrastructure,	simplifying	procedures,	
harmonizing	 standards,	 streamlining	 li-
censing	 procedures	 and	 certificate	 of	
rules	 of	 origin	 requirements,	 improving	
market	information,	financing	and	improv-
ing	professionalism	of	Custom	Officers.
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USAID injects funds to boost agric in Nigeria

	 nited	States	Agency	for	
	 International	Development	
	 (USAID)	has	awarded	a	$500,000	
co-investment	 grant	 to	 boost	 agricul-
ture	 in	Nigeria’s	Kebbi,	Cross	River,	 and	
Benue.

According	 to	USAID	 the	programme	will	
assist	 10,000	 farmers	 cultivating	 rice,	
maize,	and	soybean.

The	investment	comes	under	the	West	Af-
rica	Trade	&	Investment	Hub	(Trade	hub)	
to	PYXERA	Global	to	boost	Nigeria’s	ag-
ricultural	systems	and	food	security	pur-
suit.

“The	USAID-funded	West	Africa	Trade	&	
Investment	Hub	has	awarded	a	$500,000	
co-investment	 grant	 to	 PYXERA	 Global,	
a	not-for-profit	with	extensive	experience	
designing	 training	 and	 capacity-building	
programs,	 to	 support	 the	 launch	 of	 its	
West	 Africa	 Agriculture	 Resilience	 Pro-
gram	(WAFARP),”	said	Michael	Clements,	
Trade	hub’s	chief	of	party	in	a	statement.

Smallholder	 farmers	 PYXERA	 Global	 is	
assisting	have	faced	numerous	challeng-
es	because	of	 the	COVID-19	pandemic,	
including	income	loss	from	not	producing	
crops	 as	 planned,	 and	 that	 their	 chal-
lenges	have	resulted	in	disrupted	market	
channels	and	food	supply	chains.

Based	 on	 this,	 Clements	 said	 the	 initia-
tive	would	be	 leveraging	on	 the	 existing	
agribusiness	 systems	 of	 Dantata	 Foods	
and	 Allied	 Products	 Company	 Limited	
(Dantata	 Foods),	 while	 PYXERA	 Global	

U will	provide	an	avenue	for	smallholders	in	
its	programme	to	increase	crop	yield	and	
boost	their	incomes.

“Nigeria’s	 agricultural	 sector	 has	 been	
particularly	hard	hit	by	the	COVID-19	pan-
demic,	 negatively	 impacting	 smallholder	
farmers	 and	 the	 communities	 of	 people	
who	depend	on	their	success	in	growing	
crops,”	Clements	said.

He	 said;	 “We	 are	 excited	 about	 the	 po-
tential	 of	 PYXERA	 Global’s	 West	 Africa	
Agriculture	Resilience	Program	to	bolster	
agricultural	systems	and	expect	to	co-in-
vest	in	other	such	programs	as	part	of	our	
COVID-19	rapid	response	initiative.”

Ann	 Oden,	 the	 programme’s	 team	 lead	
was	quoted	to	have	said;	“Under	the	West	
Africa	 Agriculture	 Resilience	 Program	
model,	we	have	designed	a	program	that	
is	 based	 on	 strengthening	 systems	 for	
three	agricultural	value	chains—rice,	soy-
beans	and	maize,”

“This	 initiative	 leverages	 private	 sector	
resources	to	deliver	a	strategic	program,	
with	the	goal	of	bringing	economic	pros-
perity	to	smallholder	farmers	while	ensur-
ing	sustained	food	security,”	she	said.

Clements	explained	 further	 that	 the	goal	
will	 be	 achieved	 by	 first	 bringing	 all	 the	
smallholders	 into	 Dantata	 Foods’	 out-
grower	programme,	as	 the	company	will	
both	 assist	 the	 smallholders	 to	 increase	
crops	yields	and	buy	from	them	as	well.
He	said	to	ensure	quality	output	for	the

	 crops	 it	 buys,	 the	 company	will	 supply	
the	 smallholders	 with	 quality	 seeds	 and	
other	farm	inputs.

While	being	supported	by	PYXERA	Glob-
al,	 the	 statement	 noted	 that	 Dantata	
Foods	will	also	provide	training	programs	
to	 help	 the	 smallholders	 produce	 high-
er-quality	 crops	 that	 command	 better	
prices.
“The	 crops	 produced	 through	 the	 pro-
gram	will	be	taken	to	Dantata	Foods’	ag-
gregation	 centers	 already	 located	 in	 the	
three	target	states	of	Kebbi,	Cross	River,	
and	Benue,	where	the	smallholders	will	be	
paid	by	the	company	at	prevailing	market	
rates,”	the	statement	noted.

It	 said	 to	 assist	 Dantata	 Foods	 and	 the	
smallholders	 it	 is	 supporting	 within	 and	
outside	the	program,	PYXERA	Global,	will	
further	fund	upgrades	to	the	aggregation	
centers	to	allow	for	state-of-the	art	clean-
ing	and	sorting	equipment.

Dantata	 Foods	 chairman,	 Tajuddeen	
Dantata,	 said,	 “It	 is	 our	 greatest	 aim	 to	
support	and	improve	the	livelihood	of	ev-
eryone	 in	 the	 society,	 especially	 the	 un-
derrepresented	women	and	youth	 in	 the	
agricultural	sector.”

Through	 the	 program,	 he	 explained	 that	
the	smallholders	which	will	include	50	per	
cent	women	 or	 youth	 are	 anticipated	 to	
produce	25,000	metric	tonnes	of	each	of	
the	value	chains	in	the	first	season	and	an	
additional	5,000	metric	tons	in	the	subse-
quent	seasons.
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International News

Agriculture continues to be asked to do more, 
with less
	 anada’s	agriculture	industry	has
	 had	its	share	of	trials	over	the	
	 course	 of	 the	 COVID-19	 pan-
demic.	 Interrupted	 value	 chains,	 spilled	
milk,	 and	 empty	 grocery	 shelves	 were	
thankfully	a	short-lived	experience	for	Ca-
nadians	and	the	agriculture	sector.

In	fact,	agriculture	and	food,	as	industries,	
have	 continued	 to	 be	 economic	 drivers	
even	during	the	last	15	months	of	uncer-
tainty.	Looking	back	 further,	 the	promise	
of	agriculture	goods,	processing,	and	ex-
ports	has	been	more	widely	discussed	at	
a	national	policy	level	than	perhaps	we’ve	
ever	seen	before,	à	la	Barton	Report.

This	 isn’t	 by	 accident,	 of	 course.	Ample	
natural	resources,	good	soil,	savvy	farm-
ers,	and	a	vibrant	agri-business	 industry	
make	 Canadian	 agriculture	 the	 power-
house	 it	 is	 today.	 Good	 policy	 should	
support	what	already	holds	so	much	po-
tential.

Enter	the	consultations	on	the	next	agri-
culture	policy	framework	(APF).

In	broad	terms,	the	APF	functions	as	both	
encourager	 and	 investment	 engine,	 but	
also	as	a	safety	net	or	risk	backstop.	It’s	
a	tall	order	for	one	framework	to	fulfill	all	
these	 roles	and	account	 for	 regional	dif-
ferences	 and	 priorities,	 but	 anything	 is	
possible	with	the	right	policy,	strong	lead-
ership,	and	deep	pockets.

That	last	point	is	the	one	that	several	pol-
icy	 and	 producer	 groups	 are	 grappling	
with	as	these	consultations	begin	in	ear-

C nest.	 Mary	 Robinson,	 president	 of	 the	
Canadian	Federation	of	Agriculture,	says	
that	 it’s	unlikely	we	see	a	major	 restruc-
turing	of	the	APF,	set	to	roll	in	the	spring	
of	2023.

Instead,	 now	 is	 the	 time	 to	 refine	 and	
evolve	 the	priorities	 to	 reflect	what’s	go-
ing	on	today	and	what	will	happen	in	the	
tomorrow,	 for	 the	 industry.	What	worries	
Robinson	 is	 the	 continuing	 trend	 of	 the	
policy	 framework	 being	 required	 to	 do	
more	with	less.

It’s	 true	 that	 the	 program	 hasn’t	 seen	
any	new	money	in	the	last	round,	except	
for	 removal	 of	 reference	margin	 limit	 for	
2021).

“When	you	consider	the	amount	of	growth	
in	the	industry,	(that	number)	hasn’t	even	
kept	up	with	inflation,”	Robinson	says.

What’s	more,	we	continue	to	see	environ-
mental	 policy	 and	 preservation	 and	 im-
provement	 of	 public	 good	 further	 pulled	
under	 the	 same	 “agriculture”	 umbrella,	
but	without	a	corresponding	increase	and	
budget	 and	 perhaps	 respect	 for	 all	 that	
ends	up	being	 “downloaded	on	produc-
ers,”	as	Robinson	puts	it.

“We	 definitely	 need	 to	 see	 the	 attitude	
change	in	regard	to	investment	and	prim-
ing	the	pump	and	financial	backstop	and	
improve	 diversity	 and	 improve	 our	 resil-
ience,	”	she	says.

Todd	Lewis,	president	of	 the	Agricultural	
Producers	Association	of	Saskatchewan,	

agrees.	His	province	is	one	that	is	gener-
ating	big	numbers	for	the	local	economy,	
especially	as	grain	prices	climb.	That’s	a	
big	benefit	for	the	sector,	for	sure,	but	that	
growth	brings	with	it	increased	risk.

That	increased	risk,	and	escalating	costs	
through	 government	 mandated	 carbon	
initiatives,	means	that	the	sector	requires	
a	predictable,	stable	suite	of	business	risk	
management	programs.	If	we	had	that	in	
the	 current	 framework,	 Lewis	 says,	 pro-
ducer	 uptake	of	 the	programs	would	be	
much	higher.	Instead,	they	vote	with	their	
feet,	he	says,	and	enrolment	shows	it.

As	for	the	cost	share	aspect	of	the	frame-
work,	 Lewis	 understands	 that	 a	 larger	
funding	envelop	would	mean	more	money	
required	from	the	provinces,	but	that	they	
benefit	from	the	growth,	too.
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Alapala offers effective machines for wheat 
dampening
	 espite	various	methods	and	
	 technologies	being	used	for	
	 dampening	 of	 the	 wheat	 in-
cluding	cold,	warm,	and	hot	dampening,	
vapor	 dampening,	microwave	 and	 ultra-
sound	dampening	among	others,	Alapala	
offers	an	effective	solution.

The	 Alapala’s	 Intensive	 Dampening	 Ma-
chine	 (TCTS)	 is	 widely	 and	 effectively	
used	 to	 increase	 the	 moisture	 level	 in	
grains.

With	inclined	helesonic	screws	it	features,	
the	wheat	 is	homogeneously	mixed	with	
water.	The	machine	offers	a	high	capacity	
and	efficiency	in	the	dampening	process.
Compared	 to	 inclined	 models,	 Alapala’s	
Horizontal	 Dampening	 Machine	 (TCTI)	
offers	 even	 better	 efficiency	 in	 dampen-
ing	with	more	water	absorption	in	shorter	
periods.

The	machine	 also	 consists	 of	 two	 inde-
pendent	 sections	 with	 different	 paddle	
design	and	rotor	diameter.	In	addition,	the	
first	 section	 is	 designed	 for	 pre-mixing	
process,	 while	 the	 intensive	 mixing	 and	
dampening	operation	is	carried	out	in	the	
following	section.

Complementing	the	machines	mentioned	
above,	 Automatic	 Dampening	 Machine	
(TOCA)	 measures	 the	 moisture	 content,	
temperature,	flow	rate,	and	specific	grav-
ity	and	calculates	the	required	amount	of	
water	automatically.	It	delivers	a	very	high	
precision	with	infrared	technology.

Meanwhile	 it	 is	 important	 to	 note	 that	
dampening	 is	 an	 essential	 part	 of	 the	
wheat	milling	process,	affecting	the	flour	
quality	and	extraction,	an	effective	damp-
ening	 operation	 helps	 millers	 achieving	
better	results.

The	process	of	dampening,	also	referred	
to	 as	 tempering	 or	 conditioning,	 is	 an	
important	process	 in	grain	milling	 that	 is	

D used	to	provide	optimum	moisture	level	of	
the	grain	before	the	grinding	process.	The	
optimum	moisture	can	be	defined	as	‘the	
bran	should	be	hard	enough	to	be	sepa-
rated	from	the	endosperm	easily,	and	the	
endosperm	should	be	soft	enough	to	be	
milled	properly’.

The	process	plays	an	important	role	in	the	
milling	yield	and	bread-making	quality	of	
the	flour.	 It	ultimately	helps	to	adjust	 the	
flour	moisture	content	as	well,	which	has	
an	important	role	in	profitability.

According	 to	 experts	 the	 fragile	 wheat	
bran	 tends	 to	 crumble	 during	 milling,	
making	its	separation	from	the	flour	hard-
er,	 ultimately	 reducing	 the	 quality	 of	 the	
flour.	The	dampening	process	allows	the	
endosperm	to	mellow	and	soften,	and	the	
bran	to	get	elasticity	so	that	they	can	be	
separated	easily	from	each	other.

The	 dampening	 process	 includes	 two	
main	stages.	The	first	one	is	bringing	the	
moisture	content	of	the	wheat	to	the	opti-
mum	level	by	adding	water,	or	extracting	
water	in	some	cases.

The	 second	 stage	 is	 the	 resting	 period	
in	dampening	silos	 for	a	certain	 time,	 to	
allow	 the	 absorption	 of	 the	 water	 and	
spreading	 it	 along	 the	 entire	 wheat	 ker-
nel.	The	water	must	have	enough	time	to	
penetrate	into	the	kernel,	which	is	called	
“dampening	time”.

Grain	 dampening	 can	 be	 considered	 as	
a	 hydrothermal	 process.	 The	 three	main	
factors	affecting	 the	dampening	process	
are:	 water	 amount,	 temperature,	 and	
time.	It	should	be	considered	that	the	final	
moisture	of	flour	should	not	exceed	14.5	
percent,	otherwise	the	flour	quality	will	be	
negatively	affected	during	the	storage.

Water	significantly	impacts	the	efficiency	
in	milling	and	sifting.	The	optimum	level	of	
moisture	before	the	grinding	process	var-

ies	depending	on	the	type	of	wheat.	

In	dampening,	generally	5-8	percent	wa-
ter	 is	 added	 to	 the	 grain.	 Especially	 for	
hard	wheat,	since	it	is	not	possible	to	add	
it	all	at	once,	the	process	is	completed	in	
two	stages.

The	heat	accelerates	both	the	absorption	
and	the	spreading	of	water	into	the	wheat	
kernel.	Thus,	the	required	time	for	damp-
ening	 is	 shortened	 with	 the	 increasing	
temperatures.

When	the	level	of	moisture	in	the	grain	is	
higher	than	desired,	hot	air	is	used	to	re-
duce	 the	 amount	 of	water	 in	 the	wheat.	
The	 use	 of	 heat	 in	 dampening	 reduces	
time	as	and	also	contributes	 to	 the	flour	
quality,	 however;	 it	 should	 be	 also	 con-
sidered	that	high	temperatures	may	affect	
the	wheat	structure	negatively.

The	duration	of	the	process	is	determined	
by	 grain	 properties	 and	 the	 temperature	
applied.	However,	the	spreading	requires	
a	 resting	 period	 of	 12-24	 hours	 for	 soft	
wheat	and	24-48	hours	for	hard	wheat.

Along	with	these	factors,	others	such	as	
the	type	of	wheat,	ambient	conditions	etc.	
affect	 the	 dampening	 process.	 For	 this	
reason,	 different	 dampening	 procedures	
can	be	applied	during	the	summer	or	win-
ter	periods.

Nebulisator	(TNBM)	devices	can	be	used	
when	it	is	difficult	to	reach	desired	mois-
ture	content	due	to	very	hard	wheat	types,	
excess	ambient	temperatures	etc.	In	this	
process,	0.3	-0.5	percent	amount	of	water	
is	sprayed	into	the	wheat	to	support	water	
absorption.

Debimeter	 (TEDM)	 is	 also	 used	 for	 the	
adjustment	 of	 water	 amount	 during	 the	
dampening	process.

Business, Companies 
& Markets
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Kanu Equipment appointed Case IH dealer for 
Ghana

	 anu	Equipment	has	been	officially	appointed	as	the	
	 new	Case	IH	dealer	for	Ghana.	The	new	agent	will	
	 provide	sales	and	service	support	for	a	wide	range	of	
Case	IH	equipment	and	machinery.	According	to	the	company,	
customers	throughout	Ghana	will	benefit	from	dealership	facili-
ties	in	both		Accra,	the	country’s	business	capital,	and	Takoradi,	
the	business	capital	of	Western	Ghana.	

The	facilities	include	a	parts	counter,	workshop	and	equipment	
warehouse.Kanu	 Equipment	 has	 recruited	 experienced	 team	
members	with	 a	 passion	 for	 customer	 satisfaction	 to	 support	
Case	IH	agricultural	machinery	sales	and	servicing.	Kanu	Equip-
ment	 was	 Founded	 in	 October	 2012	 by	 Stephen	 Smithyman,	
Kanu	Equipment	is	optimistic	of	the	future.

“‘We	are	delighted	to	be	appointed	as	the	dealer	for	Case	IH	in	
Ghana	and	to	grow	our	partnership	with	Case	IH	where	we	rep-
resent	 them	 in	Tanzania,	 Ivory	Coast	and	Cameroon,”	Smithy-
man	 said.	 “Case	 IH	 has	 done	 an	 elaborate	 evaluation	 of	 our	

K teams	and	systems	and	we	have	a	very	qualified	and	capable	
team	in	Ghana	to	ensure	we	are	fully	equipped	to	serve	our	new	
customers	that	Case	IH	products	will	bring.”	

New	Business	Development	Manager,	Ebenezer	Arkoh-Gaisie,	
said	he	is	excited	to	be	working	with	Case	IH.

”I	am	very	happy	and	excited	to	be	part	of	the	Case	IH	family,	
again,	after	years	of	working	hard	promoting,	and	selling	Case	
IH	tractors	in	Ghana,”	he	said.

“The	 Case	 IH	 JX75	 and	 JX90	 Straddle	 tractors	 are	 perfectly	
suited	to	Ghanaian	farmers	due	to	their	reliability,	durability	and	
power.	The	robust	components	ensure	reduced	downtime	and	a	
long	operating	life	even	in	the	most	demanding	terrains.”

“I	think	the	farmers	of	Ghana	will	enjoy	working	with	Case	IH	ma-
chinery,	just	as	we	look	forward	to	working	with	them	to	increase	
their	productivity.”
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& Markets
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Insight

An overview of AI technologies in African 
agriculture
	 s	demonstrated	in	our	previous	
	 posts,	agriculture	plays	a	crucial
	 	 role	 in	 the	 economic	 sector	 of	
Africa.	 Over	 60	 percent	 of	 sub-Saharan	
Africans	 are	 smallholder	 farmers	 and	
nearly	 a	 quarter	 of	 Africa’s	 GDP	 comes	
from	agriculture.	While	agriculture	already	
serves	a	great	purpose	in	the	region,	there	
is	 vast	 room	 for	 improvement	and	mod-
ernization.	

One	 analysis	 suggests	 that	 Africa	 could	
be	producing	two	to	three	more	times	ce-
reals	 and	 grains	 than	 they	 are	 currently.	
This	 same	 prediction	 can	 also	 be	made	
for	 horticulture	 crops	 and	 livestock	 pro-
duction.	An	increase	in	production	would	
naturally	 lead	 to	 stronger	 food	 security,	
greater	household	incomes,	and	more	re-
silient	farms,	among	other	benefits.	Artifi-
cial	Intelligence	(AI)	could	play	an	import-
ant	role	in	this	increased	production	goal.	
AI	is	an	emerging	technology	across	vari-
ous	industries.	In	American	everyday	life,	

AI	 is	 employed	 to	 provide	 personalized	
advertisements	 and	 web	 search	 results,	

A self-driving	 cars,	 smart	 thermometers,	
stronger	 cyber	 security	 systems.	 AI	 has	
also	been	used	 to	 fight	 the	 “fake	news”	
epidemic	 by	 recognizing	 sensational	 or	
alarming	words	and	determining	credible	
online	sources.	In	the	healthcare	industry,	
AI	is	used	to	analyze	large	sets	of	data	to	
track	patterns,	ultimately	 leading	 to	new	
discoveries	and	improved	diagnostics.	

AI	also	has	great	potential	to	advance	ag-
riculture.	Technological	solutions	based	in	
AI	have	allowed	farmers	to	increase	yield	
with	 less	 input,	 improve	 output	 quality,	
and	allow	 for	 faster	go-to	market	strate-
gies.	Also,	 this	 technology	can	minimize	
the	 use	 of	 fertilizers,	 pesticides,	 and	 ir-
rigation	which	would	 improve	 the	 health	
of	humans	and	the	environment.	Global-
ly,	 farmers	used	75	million	AI	devices	 in	
2020	and	by	2050	 the	average	 farm	will	
collect	4.1	million	data	points	per	day.	AI	
can	specially	be	used	 in	various	agricul-
tural	 facets	 like	crop	yield,	 irrigation,	soil	
content	sensing,	crop-monitoring,	weed-
ing,	and	crop	establishment.	

In	 Africa,	 the	 effects	 of	 climate	 change	
warrant	 the	 need	 for	 more	 advanced	
technology.	50%	of	the	droughts	caused	
by	 anthropogenic	 climate	 change	 be-
tween	2001	and	2011	took	place	in	Afri-
ca.	Artificial	Intelligence	can	help	improve	
the	accuracy	of	drought	predictions	and	
alleviate	 the	 impact	 of	 global	 warming	
on	 African	 farming	 communities.	 Small-
scale	rural	farmers	rely	heavily	on	subsis-
tence	 farming;	 thus,	 it	 is	 imperative	 that	
their	crops	are	able	 to	 respond	 resilient-
ly	 to	drought	and	unpredictable	weather	
events.	AI	has	the	potential	to	fulfill	these	
needs.	

The	most	well-known	use	of	AI	 technol-
ogy	in	agriculture	is	precision	agriculture.	
This	AI	technology	is	used	to	detect	pests	
and	 disease	 and	 nutrition	 in	 plants.	 The	
system	 can	 identify	 and	 target	 weeds,	
determine	the	herbicide	type	and	amount	
needed,	 and	 apply	 it	 within	 the	 correct	
zone.	 This	 highly	 efficient	 process	 pre-
vents	overuse	of	pesticides	so	less	toxins	
find	their	way	 into	 the	 food	humans	ulti-
mately	consume.	In	Africa,	precision	agri-
culture	is	seldom	implemented,	but	there	
is	work	being	done	to	 increase	capacity.	
Just	recently,	 in	December	2020,	the	Af-
rican	Conference	of	Precision	Agriculture	
connected	 relevant	 stakeholders	 to	has-
ten	the	capacity-building	of	precision	ag-
riculture	in	Africa.

Many	methods	 of	 AI	 have	 already	 been	
implemented	 in	 Africa.	 For	 example,	 in	
Kenya	 some	 farmers	 are	 using	 near-in-
frared	 cameras	 mounted	 on	 drones	 to	
identify	pests	and	diseases,	among	oth-
er	things.	Also	in	Kenya,	a	beta-stage	AI	
tool	called	Nuru,	can	be	used	on	Android	
devices	 with	 or	 without	 internet.	 This	
technology	 diagnoses	 crop	 diseases,	
specifically	mite	and	viral	diseases	in	cas-
sava	and	armyworm	 infections	 in	maize.	
28,000	cassava	farmers	across	Kenya	are	
already	benefiting	from	this	tool.		

Artificial	 Intelligence	 has	 great	 potential	
to	make	African	farmers	more	resilient	to	
the	 inevitable	 agricultural	 threats	 of	 the	
climate	crisis.	It	also	has	potential	to	gen-
erally	increase	crop	yields	and	use	mate-
rials	 more	 efficiently	 and	 sustainably.	 In	
our	next	blog	post,	we’ll	dive	deeper	into	
how	AI	can	be	used	for	farm	management	
practices.		
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Reconciling agriculture and biodiversity is 
possible By BORIS NGOUNOU*
						n	Africa,	demographic	challenges	and	
						economic	issues	are	causing	a	rush	
						for	agricultural	land	and	an	intensifi-
cation	of	agriculture.	In	this	context,	artis-
anal	and	industrial	actors	are	very	gradu-
ally	integrating	biodiversity	protection	into	
their	practices.	Between	agroecology	and	
sustainable	 agriculture,	 the	 preservation	
of	wildlife	 is	becoming	 just	 as	 important	
as	food	production.

Agriculture	 is	one,	 if	not	 the	main	cause	
of	 biodiversity	 decline	 in	 Africa.	 Widely	
practised,	it	occupies	nearly	50	percent	of	
the	African	population	 (up	 to	70	percent	
in	 East	 Africa),	 according	 to	 United	 Na-
tions	(UN)	figures.	Depending	on	whether	
it	is	artisanal	or	industrial,	it	spreads	over	
more	 land,	 clearing	 large	areas	of	 forest	
and	 reducing	 the	 natural	 habitat	 of	 wild	
animals.

In	West	Africa,	cocoa	cultivation	 in	 Ivory	
Coast	and	Ghana	is	a	perfect	example	of	
the	sacrifice	of	biodiversity	to	agriculture.	
Satellite	analyses	by	the	non-governmen-
tal	organisation	(NGO)	Mighty	Earth	have	
shown	that	between	November	2017	and	
September	 2018,	 in	 the	 cocoa-growing	
region	 of	 south-western	 Ivory	Coast,	 al-
most	14,000	hectares	of	forest	have	been	
destroyed,	the	equivalent	of	15,000	foot-
ball	pitches.	

This	deforestation,	which	is	synonymous	
with	the	loss	of	habitat	for	the	elephants	
of	Ivory	Coast,	is	the	second	most	import-
ant	cause	of	the	species’	disappearance,	
after	 poaching.	 And	 elephants,	 the	 um-
brella	species	par	excellence,	are	not	the	
only	victims.	

The	 decline	 of	 the	 Ivorian	 forest,	 which	
now	covers	only	18	percent	of	the	nation-
al	 territory	 according	 to	 official	 figures,	
also	affects	chimpanzees,	pygmy	hippos,	
flying	squirrels,	pangolins,	leopards	and	a	
whole	myriad	of	animal	and	plant	species	
that	only	evolve	in	tropical	forest	ecosys-
tems.

The	 agricultural	 sector	 is	 increasingly	
aware	 of	 the	 crucial	 role	 of	 biodiversity	
for	humans	and	ecosystems	and	is	trying	
to	innovate.	This	involves	the	adoption	of	
practices	 that	 reconcile	 agriculture	 and	
biodiversity.	 These	 include	 controlled	 ir-
rigation,	 agroforestry	 and	 agroecology,	
the	banning	of	chemical	fertilisers	and	the	

I control	 of	 plantation	 boundaries.Follow-
ing	the	example	of	Nestlé,	in	the	cultiva-
tion	of	cocoa	in	West	Africa,	several	agri-
cultural	and	agri-food	groups	operating	in	
Africa	are	gradually	introducing	ecological	
practices	into	their	value	chains.	In	Janu-
ary	 2021,	 the	 Pan-African	 Fruit	Growers	
and	Exporters	Association	(Afruibana)	an-
nounced	 its	membership	 of	 the	 Interna-
tional	Agroecological	Movement	of	Africa	
(IAM	Africa).	This	 is	a	coalition	of	private	
and	 public	 actors,	 operating	 in	 all	 seg-
ments	of	the	agricultural	value	chain,	who	
are	 committed	 to	 protecting	 biodiversity	
and	 developing	 sustainable	 agricultural	
practices.	The	mission	of	the	young	net-
work	is	to	develop	African	agroecology	in	
a	 sustainable	way	with	 technical	 and	 fi-
nancial	support	from	Europe.

Agriculture	is	one	of	the	main	levers	of	de-
velopment	on	the	continent,	where	almost	
70%	 of	 the	 population	 still	 lives	 in	 rural	
areas.	Today,	600	million	hectares	of	un-
cultivated	arable	land	are	in	Africa,	which	
offers	considerable	growth	potential.	The	
modernisation	 of	 the	 African	 agricultural	
sector,	particularly	through	agro-ecology,	
digital	 technology	 and	 social	 business,	
therefore	appears	to	be	a	priority,	neces-
sary	 to	 reconcile	economic	performance	
and	 environmental	 preservation.	 This	 is	
a	 virtuous	 compromise	 towards	 which	

some	 actors	 are	 moving,	 but	 which	 the	
continent	needs	to	develop.	According	to	
the	annual	 report	 “The	World	of	Organic	
Agriculture	 2020”,	 produced	 by	 the	 Re-
search	 Institute	 of	 Organic	 Agriculture	
(FiBL),	Africa	has	the	smallest	area	under	
organic	cultivation	in	the	world.	It	covers	
only	2	million	hectares,	or	0.2	percent	of	
the	continent’s	total	agricultural	area	and	
about	three	percent	of	the	world’s	organic	
area.	The	top	African	countries	in	terms	of	
organic	area	are	Tunisia	(286,623	ha),	Tan-
zania	(278,467	ha)	and	Ethiopia	(221,189	
ha),	 while	 the	 countries	 with	 the	 largest	
share	of	organic	 land	are	Sao	Tome	and	
Principe	 (24.9	percent)	and	Sierra	Leone	
(4	percent).	

Even	 if	we	 imagine	 that	many	 traditional	
farmers	 have	 a	 virtuous	 practice	 that	 is	
not	 certified,	 in	 particular	 because	 they	
would	not	be	able	to	make	a	case	for	cer-
tification	on	the	market,	the	fact	remains	
that	many	of	the	major	players	in	agribusi-
ness	have	still	not	 taken	 the	measure	of	
the	necessary	ecological	transition.

*Boris Ngounou is a Cameroonian jour-
nalist who specializes in environmental 
reporting, a topic on which he has writ-
ten nearly 2,000 online news articles 
as well as radio and TV reports, which 
have earned him several distinctions.
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Data as information in Africa and the US
	 he	United	States	has	a	well-
	 established	commercial	
	 agricultural	 industry	 in	 compar-
ison	 to	 the	 continent	 of	 Africa.	 African	
farmers	 mostly	 rely	 on	 government-led	
initiatives	 (i.e.	 agricultural	 extension	 ser-
vices),	 word	 of	mouth,	 and	 recently	 de-
veloped	 digital	 technologies	 to	 improve	
agricultural	 productivity	 and	 share	 infor-
mation.	

However,	 these	 digital	 technologies	 are	
not	being	utilized	to	reflect	their	potential.	
On	 the	 other	 hand,	 one	 way	 American	
farmers	 improve	 productivity	 is	 through	
sharing	data	to	improve	precision	agricul-
ture	digital	 tools.	This	 technology	 is	 sel-
dom	used	 in	Africa,	but	has	benefits	 for	
farmers	where	employed.	

As	detailed	in	one	of	our	previous	posts,	
agricultural	 information	 sharing	 in	 Africa	
is	 largely	 an	 effort	 of	 government	 initia-
tives.	 Agricultural	 extension	 services	 are	
the	main	program	by	which	 this	 occurs.	
Extension	 agents	 offer	 farmer	 support	
through	 information	 on	 market	 access,	
technology,	and	skills.	

However,	these	efforts	are	historically	un-
derfunded	 and	 widely	 inefficient.	 There	
are	also	more	informal	forms	of	 informa-
tion	dissemination:	farmer	to	farmer	con-
tact	in	the	field,	at	the	market,	or	in	social	
settings	 (i.e.	 religious	 gatherings).	 Also,	
technology	 has	 grown	 in	 use	 in	 recent	
years,	but	its	effectiveness	is	debatable.	

The	 agricultural	 landscape	 in	 the	United	
States	is	significantly	different.	For	one,	it	
is	heavily	controlled	by	 food	giants	rath-
er	 than	 smallholder,	 family	 farms.	 The	
only	activity	profitable	for	many	American	

T farmers	 is	 growing	 corn	 and	 soybeans	
to	sell	as	animal	feed	to	corporations;	 in	
fact,	this	practice	now	dominates	Ameri-
can	farming.	While	farmers	do	have	sys-
tems	 to	 communicate	with	 one	 another,	
corporations	 reign	 supreme	 on	 dictating	
the	basics	of	farmer	behavior.	

Farmer	data	sharing	has	become	an	 im-
portant	 component	 of	 improving	 preci-
sion	agriculture	 in	 the	United	States.	By	
tracking	 information	such	as	yield	moni-
tor,	soil	sample,	and	imagery	data,	farm-
ers	advance	the	accuracy	of	digital	tools	
that	 result	 in	actionable	decisions	 to	 im-
prove	 practices	 that	 reduce	 risk	 and	 in-
crease	 profitability.	 Digital	 technologies	
used	 include	 mobile	 applications,	 web	
platforms,	and	services	that	use	ag-tech.	
Over	 92	 percent	 of	 farmers	 share	 their	
data	with	at	 least	one	person	or	 service	
outside	 of	 their	 operation,	 with	 the	 ex-
pectation	that	value	will	be	added	to	their	
crops.	 Agronomic	 consultants	 and	 seed	
sales	 representatives	are	 typically	where	
this	information	is	shared.	

Some	American	 farmers	 are	 reluctant	 to	
share	 information	 with	 service	 provid-
ers	due	to	a	 lack	of	 legal	and	regulatory	
frameworks	on	the	subject.	This	may	lead	
farmers	to	forgo	the	adoption	of	precision	
or	smart	agriculture	altogether.	Some	oth-
er	 challenges	 to	 adoption	 include	 con-
cerns	about	data	privacy,	ownership,	and	
equitable	sharing	of	benefits	of	data	col-
lection.	Moral	 questions	 have	 also	 been	
raised	 about	 access,	 cost,	 and	 scale	 of	
digitizing	farms.	These	worries	should	be	
addressed	to	inform	best	practices	of	ag-
ricultural	data	collection	and	use.	

In	West	 Africa,	 precision	 agriculture	 and	

big	 data	 collection	 is	 considered	 “irrele-
vant”	to	some,	suggesting	this	technolo-
gy	has	not	been	substantially	used	in	this	
region	thus	far.	Specifically,	collecting	soil	
data	for	precision	nutrient	management	is	
rare	in	West	Africa,	but	digital	mapping	of	
soil	 fertility	 is	 happening	 within	 multiple	
countries	in	the	area.	There	are	many	ef-
forts	to	increase	engagement	in	precision	
agriculture	 and	data	 collection	 practices	
in	 this	 location,	 citing	 benefits	 such	 as	
increased	 productivity	 and	 greater	 food	
security.	

The	potential	of	big	data	analytics	 in	Af-
rican	 agriculture	 is	 developing,	 as	 it	 is	
in	 the	 United	 States,	 albeit	 more	 slow-
ly.	 However,	 digital	 farmer	 information	
sharing	platforms	draw	concerns	among	
some	smallholder	farmers	in	Sri	Lanka,	so	
there	may	be	similar	expectations	for	the	
uptake	 of	 collecting	 and	 sharing	data	 in	
developing	countries.	

Despite	this,	adoption	of	data	collections	
and	 sharing	 has	 a	 large	 potential	 to	 im-
prove	 the	 African	 agricultural	 sector.	 In	
Uganda,	around	7,000	farmers	have	used	
drone	technology,	a	mechanism	of	preci-
sion	 agriculture,	 to	 collect	 data	 on	 crop	
yields	 and	 fence	 monitoring.	 This	 has	
resulted	 in	 positive	 benefits	 for	 farmers,	
such	 as	 improved	 crop	 insurance	 and	
better	yields.	

For	the	entirety	of	Africa,	adoption	of	pre-
cision	 agriculture	 could	 enable	 greater	
food	security,	as	climate	change	and	soil	
degradation	worsen	and	new	techniques	
for	quickly	adapting	to	new	circumstanc-
es	are	needed.

Technology News
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Technology News

Where solar power meets agricultural markets 
					n	2015,	Habiba	Ali,	the	founder	and	
						MD-CEO	of	Sosai	Renewable	Energies	
					Company	based	in	Kaduna,	Nigeria,	
had	a	trying	time	convincing	the	C&I	mar-
ket	 that	 renewables	was	 the	way	 to	 go.	
Often,	 she	was	met	with	 a	 “don’t	 come	
with	 your	 environmental	 talk”	 sentiment.	
Today	things	are	very	different.

The	 change	 has	 seen	 the	 C&I	 market	
boom	and	most	banks	are	now	investing	
in	solar	installations.	“It’s	been	so	exciting	
to	witness	 this	 change,	which	 has	 been	
sudden	and	 fast,	 because	 it	means	 that	
all	 of	 my	 groundwork	 in	 previous	 years	
has	not	been	in	vain.”

Habiba’s	 passion	 is	 infectious	 and	 her	
drive	 to	 promote	 renewable	 energy	 in	
budding	 communities	 and	 urban	 areas	
–	 executing	 solar	 installations	 and	 drive	
product	 adoption	 and	 improving	 cook	
stoves	for	rural	communities	–	has	made	
her	a	respected	voice	in	the	green	energy	
space	 in	West	 Africa.	 However,	 the	 sta-
tistics	that	reflect	the	reality	of	 the	many	
millions	 that	 still	 do	 not	 have	 access	 to	

I energy,	keep	her	feet	planted	firmly	on	the	
ground.

However,	she	cautions	that	if	the	statistics	
are	 not	 changing	 then	 the	work	 has	 not	
been	 fruitful:	 “Some	 of	 the	 research	 we	
did	 in	2010,	 indicated	a	 rise	 in	 the	ener-
gy	ladder.	The	energy	pyramid,	where	you	
had	a	lot	more	people	at	the	bottom	using	
firewood,	charcoal	and	kerosene,	showed	
movement	up	the	pyramid	to	use	of	gas	
and	electricity.	Now	the	dream	is	to	turn	
that	pyramid	upside	down,	and	get	more	
people	using	electricity	or	gas.	If	we’re	still	
churning	out	that	same	data,	it	means	all	
of	the	work	we’ve	put	in	is	really	wasted	
and	that	really	hurts.	It’s	really	frustrating.”

The	mother	 of	 two	 is	 rightly	 very	 proud	
of	a	recent	success	for	Sosai	in	the	form	
of	a	research	grant	by	the	United	States	
Trade	and	Development	Agency	(USTDA).	
She	explains:	“We’ve	been	able	 to	 iden-
tify	 thousands	of	communities	 in	Nigeria	
that	need	renewable	energy	solutions	de-
ployed	to	them.	To	reach	even	more	peo-
ple,	we	need	more	data.	The	USTDA	do	

feasibility	studies	which	they	fund	100%.	
We	were	 able	 to	 present	 to	 them	 about	
100	 communities	 across	 three	 states	 in	
Nigeria	(Kogi,	Kaduna	and	Plateau	states).	
We	were	granted	over	$900,000	to	imple-
ment	 these	 feasibility	 studies,	which	will	
help	 us	 to	 identify	 the	 communities	 that	
are	viable	for	a	project	rollout.”

According	 to	Ali,	with	such	data	and	 in-
formation,	 investors	will	 take	 them	more	
seriously.	“One	of	the	things	you	will	find,	
especially	in	this	sector,	is	that	it	takes	a	
lot	 for	 a	 woman-owned	 business	 to	 be	
taken	 seriously.	 I’ve	 been	 in	 this	 indus-
try	for	over	14	years	and	know	that	to	be	
well-regarded	means	to	tick	all	the	boxes	
and	work	twice	as	hard	just	to	make	your-
self	relevant.”

It’s	now	an	exciting	time	to	be	a	woman	
in	 energy:	 “We	 signed	 the	 award	 agree-
ment	in	February	where	the	ambassador	
of	 the	US	and	 the	new	head	of	USTDA,	
both	women,	were	present	among	other	
leading	figureheads.”
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Being	a	woman-owned	business	also	has	
its	advantages,	she	has	discovered:	“You	
know,	 starting	out	 as	a	woman	 is	differ-
ent;	it	is	difficult.	You	need	to	learn	all	the	
ropes	and	grow	your	network	while	your	
health,	 your	 family	 suffer.	 But	 then	 with	
time,	once	you’ve	got	the	hang	of	it,	peo-
ple	 start	 realising	 that	 you’re	 not	 going	
anywhere,	you’re	there.”

That	 moment	 of	 realisation	 is	 when	 the	
benefits	of	being	a	woman	start	 coming	
through.	 “For	 example,	 the	 first	 USADF	
award	we	received	had	25%	of	the	overall	
score	allocated	to	being	a	female-owned	
company.	 So	 yes,	 we’ve	 got	 some	 very	
good	value	for	being	female-owned.”

According	to	Ali,	a	direct	result	of	the	pan-
demic	has	been	the	inability	to	do	instal-
lations	 in	 communities,	which	 has	 post-
poned	revenue	and	adoption	by	the	local	
residents,	 particularly	 as	 a	 lot	 of	 people	
are	 cash-strapped.	 “If	 I’ve	 lived	 for	 15	
to	 20	 years	without	 any	 electricity,	what	
makes	you	think	delaying	another	one	or	
two	years	would	make	any	difference	 to	
my	lifestyle?”

This	setback	will	not	discourage	Ali:	“I’m	
one	of	the	advocates	of	‘we	cannot	stop	
our	lives	because	of	COVID’.	We	can	just	

learn	to	live	around	it,	live	together	some-
how.	 It’s	 just	 like	 living	 with	 malaria	 as	
we’ve	done	so	for	years.”
Sosai	 has	 started	 installing	 solar	 drying	
systems	at	agri	projects,	such	as	for	pine-
apple	 and	mango	 farming	 communities.	
Ali	 finds	 the	 agricultural	 sector	 particu-
larly	inspiring	and	complementary	to	their	
work.

“People	 can	 do	 without	 energy,	 but	 no	
one	can	do	without	 food,	right?	And	ev-
ery	day	you	find	out	that	in	the	agricultur-
al	sector,	there’s	always	more	innovation	
and	that’s	very	exciting.	In	Nigeria,	people	
doing	 extension	 services	 are	 helping	 to	
improve	farmers’	practices,	ensuring	they	
farm	regularly	over	the	years.	In	the	same	
way,	 our	 solar	 drying	project	will	 benefit	
farmers.	 Yes,	 people	 already	 had	 prac-
tices	but	we’re	 just	offering	a	better	way	
now.”

The	agribusiness	sector	 is	constantly	 in-
novating,	constantly	doing	things	that	will	
improve	 it,	make	 it	 better.	 “Looking	at	 it	
from	an	 investment	point	of	 view,	 it	 is	 a	
sure	 banker	 for	 revenue.	 It’s	 an	 exciting	
market	for	me	where	energy	for	services	
based	in	agriculture	will	have	a	huge	im-
pact.	 Solar	 drying	 systems	 are	 just	 the	
beginning	and	we	hope	to	extend	this	into	

processing	 and	 irrigation.	 These	 are	 the	
solutions	 we	 are	 thinking	 to	 tie	 into	 the	
100	communities	coming	up.”

For	the	Sosai	Renewable	Energies	found-
er,	finding	partners	and	working	together	
for	a	common	cause	has	become	a	natu-
ral	way	of	doing	business	and	promoting	
a	healthier	way	of	living.	Being	a	member	
of	 the	Enlit	Africa	advisory	board	 is	also	
beneficial	for	everyone,	she	says.

Having	‘people	of	repute’	on	your	adviso-
ry	 board	 isn’t	 enough	 anymore,	 advises	
Ali.	

“Having	people	on	board	who	are	prac-
titioners,	 who	 are	 hands	 on,	 constantly	
innovating,	is	more	practical.	We	must	do	
our	utmost	to	ensure	that	acceptance	of	
a	variety	of	solutions	is	widely	spread	and	
more	sustainable”

According	 to	 Ali,	 having	 announced	 her	
involvement	as	an	advisory	board	mem-
ber	to	Enlit	Africa	on	LinkedIn	has	already	
gained	mileage:	“People	are	asking,	‘Oh,	
really,	 who	 is	 she?’	 and	 they	 are	 taking	
notice,	 asking	 questions	 and	 it	 adds	 to	
our	credibility.	So	it’s	quite	exciting	to	be	
listed	 as	 an	 Enlit	 Africa	 advisory	 board	
member.”
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Alapala completes another turnkey 
project in Ecuador

	 lapala	has	recently	completed	
	 a	new	flour	mill	project	for	
	 Molinos	 Miraflores	 S.A.	 in	 Am-
bato,	Ecuador.

Operating	 with	 an	 experience	 of	 more	
than	100	years,	Molinos	Miraflores	is	one	
of	the	most	preferred	flour	brands	in	Ec-
uador	today.	The	company	decided	to	in-
vest	in	a	new	flour	milling	plant	in	Ambato	
area,	as	a	greenfield	project	completed	in	
May	2021.

As	one	of	 the	 leading	solution	providers	
in	grain	milling	technologies,	Alapala	was	
assigned	 for	 the	 supply	 and	 installation	
of	 the	 new	 flour	mill	 on	 a	 turnkey	 basis	
including	 project	 design,	 manufacturing,	
project	 management,	 installation,	 and	
commissioning	 services.	 With	 the	 com-
pletion	 of	 this	 project,	 Alapala	 success-
fully	 delivered	 its	 2nd	 turnkey	 reference	
project	in	the	country.	

The	new	flour	mill	of	Miraflores	operates	
with	a	capacity	of	150	 tons	per	day,	us-
ing	hard	and	semi-hard	wheat	to	produce	
high-quality	 bakery	 and	 cake	 flours	 for	
domestic	 distribution.	 The	 new	 steel	 si-
los	of	the	plant	have	a	total	grain	storage	
capacity	of	4,500	tons,	integrated	with	an	
intake	pit	and	pre-cleaning	system.	

The	 steel	 structure	 of	 the	 new	 flour	mill	
was	also	provided	by	Alapala	Construc-
tion,	which	specializes	in	the	design,	sup-
ply,	 and	 construction	 of	 industrial	 build-
ings	worldwide.	

A

The	flour	mill	 has	an	advanced	automa-
tion	 system	 combined	 with	 Scada	 soft-
ware.	By	enabling	centralized	monitoring	
of	the	entire	process	from	wheat	intake	to	
flour	packaging,	 the	system	provides	 in-
tegrated	process	control	and	traceability	
advantages.	The	system	also	has	an	ad-
vanced	 report	 generation	 ability	 for	 pro-

duction,	yield,	efficiency,	etc.	data.

The	remote	connection	feature	of	the	sys-
tem	also	 enables	 the	Alapala	 after-sales	
team	to	access	the	mill	 for	 technical	as-
sistance	including	inspection,	error	diag-
nosis,	calibration,	and	troubleshooting.	
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UNLOCK YOUR
PIGS’ POTENTIAL
From day 2 of life, help your pigs thrive as 
they transition through key milestones.

Where most products feed the pig, Tonisity 
have developed products that are designed 
to feed the gut of piglets at different stages 
of their production lifecycle; in the 
farrowing house, at weaning, and for 
weaned or fattening pigs. This leads to:

Improved gut health

Decreased pre-weaning mortality

Increased weights after weaning 
and up to slaughter

Improved return on investment

Tonisity are searching for a partner to 
distribute our products across Africa

If you are an interested distributor, please contact:

info@tonisity.com

Tonisity.com
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nardi-harvesting.com        Nardi on Youtube ›

NARDI HARVESTING. All crops. All combines.
High-productivity headers from Italy arrive in Africa.

Italian design. Strong construction. Built for all combine models...since 35 years.
NARDI headers can harvest with efficiency and versatility your crops. We offer a wide range to harvest all crops: sunflowers, 
corn, soybeans, chickpeas, sesame, sorghum and castor oil. We also produce a line of trailers to safely transport up to 40 km/h 
all the header types on your courtyard to the field. 

MAIZE
Maïs

TRAILER
Chariot

MULTICROP
Multicultures

SUNFLOWER & SORGHUM
Tournesol et sorgho

WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR DEALERS 

IN AFRICA.


