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EditorialEditorial

Challenges identified should be solved
	 ew	and	diversified	means	to	
	 scale	up	productivity	and	yields	
	 for	 the	 farming	 community	 are	
always	 a	welcome	development	 consid-
ering	the	looming	food	insecurity	around	
the	globe.

For	World	Bank	and	FAO	to	identify	areas	
that	need	improvement	on	the	bloc’s	pro-
duction	value	chain	should	be	celebrated	
and	embraced	by	all	stakeholders.

Identifying	 gaps	 and	 loopholes	 is	 often	
followed	by	 lack	or	poor	 implementation	
of	solution	to	bridge	or	stop	a	challenge.

We	hope	stakeholders	will	 respond	pos-
itively	to	FAO	and	World	Bank	once	dia-
logue	on	how	to	close	the	identified	gaps	
resume.

Few	 organisation	 have	 already	 shared	
the	same	sentiments	and	we	hope	many	
more	we	rally	behind	and	prop	up	efforts	
to	increase	harvest	for	West	Africa.

N Financial	challenge	and	lack	of	infrastruc-
ture	could	also	be	stumbling	blocks.	Let	
governments	and	private	sector	priorities	
agriculture	 schemes	 and	 projects	 while	
communities	embrace	agriculture,	a	unit-
ed	force	will	win.

Food	 security	 is	 currently	 on	 the	 lips	 of	
every	government	and	tackling	the	chal-
lenge	as	bloc	offers	more	positives.	Re-
member	our	terrains	are	not	the	same	and	
we	 can	 utilize	 that	 to	 complement	 each	
other.

Those	with	 lands	 	good	enough	for	cas-
sava	should	capitalist	on	 that	while	oth-
ers	consider	bananas	production	or	other	
cereals.

The	region	should	and	can	build	 its	own	
ever	flowing	food	basket	and	promote	in-
ter	trade	among	peers	within	the	bloc.

With	 intensified	 agriculture,	 more	 trade	
should	 occur	 on	 the	 bloc,	 employment	

opportunities	 will	 increase	 too,	 easing	
poverty	and	hunger	on	the	other	front.

So	 many	 positives	 should	 and	 are	 key	
drivers	 to	 support	 the	 World	 Bank	 and	
FAO	in	efforts	to	prop	up	farming	on	the	
bloc.

Farming	is	the	future	and	more	should	be	
harvested	from	the	sector.

Remember to share with us your com-
ments, letters and inquiries.

Enjoy the read!
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News BriefsNews Briefs

Togo remains EU’s top organic 
soybean supplier

Togo	 has	 remained	 the	 largest	 ex-
porter	 of	 organic	 soybeans	 to	 Eu-
rope.	According	 to	a	 report	 recently	
released	by	the	EU	Commission,	the	
country	 sent	 51,000	 of	 the	 crop	 to	
the	Schengen	Area.		

This	is	20	percent	more	than	the	vol-
ume	it	exported	to	the	same	region	in	
2019,	knowingly	42,300	t.	

In	 the	 2020	 ranking,	 Togo	 came	
ahead	 of	 Ukraine	 (28,000	 t),	 India	
(15,000	 t),	 and	 Kazakhstan	 (11,000	
t).	Other	African	countries	that	distin-
guished	themselves	 include	Uganda	
(8,000	t),	Benin	(6,000	t),	and	Burkina	
Faso	(5,000	t).

The	 report’s	 authors	 indicated	 that	
Togo	exported	54,017	tons	to	the	EU	
in	2020	(against	44,684	t	the	year	be-
fore).	It	ranked	13th	worldwide	in	this	
aspect,	and	second	in	Africa,	stand-
ing	 behind	 Tunisia	 and	 right	 before	
Egypt	-	the	same	as	in	2019.

Hydroponics farming spreads foot-
print in Ghana

Ridol	 Hydroponics	 is	 spearheading	
the	spreading	of	hydroponic	farming	
in	Ghana.

Hydroponic	 farming	 is	 a	 method	
that	 involves	 growing	 plants	 in	 nu-
trient-rich	water,	rather	than	soil,	ap-
pears	to	be	one	effective	approach	to	
crop	production	today.

Richard	 Twum-Barimah	 Agyapong,	
Ridol	 Hydroponic	 Chief	 Executive	
Officer	said	the	technology	could	be	
a	good	way	to	attract	youth	into	ag-
riculture,	as	they	are	attracted	to	ac-
tivities	that	are	innovative,	aesthetic,	
and	non-cumbersome.

“You	 see,	 this	 year,	 the	 rains	 failed	
farmers.	So,	say	you’re	a	farmer	who	
grows	maize,	and	also	have	a	hydro-
ponics	 system	 used	 for	 vegetable	
cultivation,	 should	 your	 maize	 crop	
fail,	 your	 hydroponics	 remain	 intact,	
and	won’t	fail	you	because	you	con-

trol	 the	 system.	 “These	 days,	 we	
talk	much	of	climate	change	and	cli-
mate-smart	agriculture.	We	shouldn’t	
just	be	talking,	we	need	to	be	actually	
doing	something	about	 it”,	 said	Ag-
yapong.

Irrigation development gets a 
boost in Burkina Faso

Burkina	Faso	has	 recently	 launched	
the	Lerabah	Plain	Development	Proj-
ect	 (Paval)	 expected	 to	 extend	 the	
Niofila	dam.	The	development	will	in-
crease	the	irrigation	capacity	of	more	
than	 1,400	 hectares	 of	 additional	
land	in	the	Cascades	region	of	Burki-
na	Faso.

The	aim	of	the	project	 is	to	 improve	
agro-sylvo-pastoral	 and	 fisheries	
production,	as	well	as	to	increase	the	
income	of	farmers,	including	women	
and	young	people.

Burkinabe	authorities	plan	to	extend	
the	 retention	 capacity	 of	 the	 Niofila	
dam	over	 a	 length	of	 8	 km	and	 the	
dam	 is	 currently	 3,000m	 long	 and	
government	also	plans	to	build	a	22	
km	 long	 protective	 dam,	 develop	 a	
1,000-hectare	irrigated	area,	and	re-
habilitate	 the	 existing	 410-hectare	
area.

The	 project	 will	 require	 an	 invest-
ment	of	nearly	32	billion	CFA	francs	
(about	 €49.8	 million),	 including	 21	
billion	 CFA	 francs	 (over	 €32	million)	
from	 the	African	Development	Bank	
(AfDB),	 5.4	 billion	 CFA	 francs	 from	
the	International	Fund	for	Agricultural	
Development	 (IFAD),	 4.5	 billion	CFA	
francs	 (about	 €8.4	 million)	 from	 the	
Burkina	 Faso	 treasury,	 and	 a	 con-
tribution	 from	 the	 beneficiaries	 esti-
mated	at	about	1.2	billion	CFA	francs	
(over	€1.8	million).	

Guinea-Bissau’s cashew farmers 
survive tough times

The	 country	 usually	 exports	 around	
200,000	 tonnes	 each	 year,	 but	 this	
dropped	 to	 160,000	 last	 year.	 And	
there	 are	 yet	 more	 worries	 as	 the	
main	 buyer,	 India,	 is	 grappling	 with	
the	 Covid-19	 crisis,	 says	Mamadou	

Yerro	 Djamanca	 of	 the	 Cashew	 Ex-
porters	 Association	 of	 Guinea-Bis-
sau.

Much	of	the	crop	has	been	sitting	in	
rural	areas	waiting	to	be	bought	and	
transported,	he	explains.

This	 year	 the	 government	 set	 the	
price	of	cashews	at	t	360	CFA	francs	
($0.65)	per	kg,	which	was	a	28	pre-
cent	decrease	from	last	year.

“Last	year	was	better	-	we	sold	more	
wine	and	we	sold	it	at	a	higher	price,”	
she	says,	adding	this	was	thanks	to	
the	coronavirus	lockdown.

“The	 work	 to	 press	 the	 cashews	 is	
very	 tiring.	 First	we	go	 to	 the	 trees,	
look	 for	 the	 cashews,	 carry	 them	
back,	separate	the	nuts	from	the	fruit	
-	then	you	start	pounding	the	fruit.

Natural compost increase yields 
for farmers in Burkina Faso 

Natural	 compost	 is	 a	 reliable	 alter-
native	 to	 chemical	 fertilizers	 in	 im-
proving	agricultural	yields	for	women	
farmers	 in	 Burkina	 Faso,	 while	 pro-
moting	conservation	of	micro-organ-
isms	 and	 insects,	 ensuring	 the	 sur-
vival	 of	migratory	 birds	 and	 optimal	
pollination	of	crops.

Naturama	 (BirdLife	 in	 Burkina	 Faso)	
is	 promoting	 the	 use	 of	 compost	
among	small-scale	farmers	by	opting	
for	heap	composting.	

“This	 technique	 has	 an	 advantage:	
it	 requires	 neither	 heavy	 labour	 nor	
financial	 resources.	 In	 addition,	 one	
only	 requires	 45	 days	 to	 produce	
compost.	This	is	in	line	with	the	real-
ity	of	small-scale	household	farmers,	
especially	 women	 and	 young	 peo-
ple,”	said	Adama	Nana,	head	of	 the	
PADEV-BBB	project.	

The	 project	 subsidized	 training	 of	
farmers	in	the	use	of	this	technique.	
Participants	were	provided	with	farm-
ing	kits	to	help	in	the	implementation	
of	the	technique	on	their	farms.



 6                                                                                                                                                                                                                 West African Agribusiness  |  July-September 2021                                              www.westafricanagri.com 

Cover Story

Climate smart agric to escalate West Africa’s 
food system resilience

	 limate	smart	agriculture	has
	 	been	identified	as	one	of	the	
	 solutions	 to	 provide	 West	 Afri-
cans	with	sufficient,	affordable,	and	nutri-
tious	food	in	the	long	term.

According	 to	 the	Food	Crisis	Prevention	
Network,	a	record	18.6	million	people	are	
currently	 in	 need	 of	 food	 assistance	 in	
West	Africa.	While	urgent	and	immediate	
humanitarian	action	 is	necessary	 to	pro-
tect	vulnerable	populations.

The	 think-tanks	at	World	Bank	and	FAO	
have	 offers	 fresh	 thinking	 in	 their	 lat-
est	 publication	 dubbed:	 A	 Blueprint	 for	
Strengthening	Food	System	Resilience	in	
West	Africa:	Regional	Priority	Intervention	
Areas	for	dealing	with	both	the	challenges	
and	opportunities	resulting	from	acceler-
ating	 long-term	 trends	 including	 climate	
change,	 growing	 populations,	 urbaniza-
tion,	 changing	 consumption	 habits	 and	
technological	advances.

The	 researchers	 believe	 strengthening	
the	 food	 system’s	 productive	 base,	 by	
promoting	 climate	 smart	 agriculture	 at	
farm	and	landscape	levels,	promoting	an	
enabling	 environment	 for	 intra-regional	
value	chain	development	and	trade	facil-
itation,	and	enhancing	regional	risk	man-
agement	 architecture	 and	 farmers’	 deci-
sion	support	tools	are	key.

Chakib	 Jenane,	 World	 Bank	 Food	 and	
Agriculture	 Practice	 Manager	 for	 West	
and	 Central	 Africa	 said	 enhancing	 agri-
culture	productivity	and	 food	system	 re-

C silience	 is	 key	 to	mitigate	 future	 shocks	
in	 the	 region.	 “This	 requires	 substantial	
investments	 in	 climate-smart	 agriculture	
technologies,	 inputs,	 and	 capital,	 accel-
erating	the	use	of	digital	innovations	that	
can	help	smallholders	to	cope	with	future	
crises	and	developing	market	 infrastruc-
ture	 enabling	 the	 region	 to	 benefit	 from	
production	increases,”	said	Jenane.

Jenane	 further	 said	 increased	 private	
capital	mobilization	 to	promote	agribusi-
ness	and	drive	sustainable	long-term	sec-
tor	growth	is	also	key.
World	Bank,	FAO’s	suggestion	 reflects	a	
broad	 consensus	 across	 regional	 stake-
holders.

“The	spread	of	digital	 technology	across	
West	Africa	has	 the	potential	 to	acceler-
ate	the	region’s	progress	towards	reach-
ing	 the	 resilience	 targets	 of	 the	 African	
Union.	 For	 example,	 improving	 digital	
early	warning	systems	and	agrometeoro-
logical	advisory	tools	could	enable	many	
producers	that	are	currently	underserved	
by	the	existing	agricultural	extension	sys-
tems	to	better	adapt	to	increasing	weath-
er	variability,”		said	Dr.	Souleymane	Oue-
draogo,	 Chief	 Executive	 of	 Permanent	
Interstate	Committee	 for	drought	control	
in	the	Sahel	(CILSS).

Sharing	his	sentiments	Dr.	Robert	Zoug-
moré,	Africa	Program	Leader	 at	Agricul-
ture	and	Food	Security	(CCAFS)	said	the	
COVID-19	 pandemic	 has	 exposed	 fra-
gilities	 in	West	 Africa’s	 food	 system	 but	
concerted	efforts	to	promote	its	recovery	

provide	a	unique	opportunity	for	empow-
ering	the	region’s	 food	system	to	deliver	
sufficient	and	nutritious	food	for	all.	

“Key	 actions	 include	 taking	 advantage	
of	 increased	 food	 system	 investments	
during	 COVID-19;	 (2)	 adopting	 innova-
tions	 such	 as	 climate-smart	 agriculture,	
making	regional	trade	policies	more	equi-
table,	 investing	 in	early	warning	systems	
and	ensuring	a	healthy	agricultural	work-
force,”

Meanwhile	for	each	intervention	area,	the	
World	Bank,	FAO	report	proposes	a	set	of	
regional	flagship	initiatives,	with	specified	
sets	 of	 activities,	 delivery	 mechanisms,	
roles	 for	 partners	 and	 other	 operational	
aspects.	

In	addition,	accelerating	 the	evolution	of	
the	 regional	 agricultural	 innovation	 sys-
tem	by	building	on	the	foundations	laid	by	
the	West	African	Agricultural	Productivity	
Program	(WAAPP),	by	developing	region-
al	 expertise	 in	 cross-cutting	 areas	 such	
as	 mechanization	 and	 natural	 resources	
management	to	complement	the	existing	
network	of	specialized	institutions;

The	 researchers	 also	 propose	 establish-
ing	a	regionally	owned	scorecard	mecha-
nism	on	countries’	performance	on	trade	
policy	 implementation	within	the	ECOW-
AS	 sub-region	 to	 increase	 countries’	
mutual	 accountability	 and	 set	 incentives	
to	reduce	persisting	barriers	to	agri-food	
trade	 and	 expand	 market	 opportunities	
for	producers	and	traders	alike.
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Agriculture is Africa’s low hanging 
fruit - AfCFTA

	 hief	of	Staff	at	the	African	
	 Continental	Free	Trade	Area	
	 (AfCFTA)	 Secretariat,	 Com-
missioner	 Silver	 Ojakol	 has	 called	 on	
governments	 and	 businesses	 from	 par-
ty-states	 to	 prioritise	what	 he	 describes	
as	 ‘low-hanging’	 fruits,	 particularly	 ag-
ricultural	 trade	as	 the	first,	but	most	 im-
portant	step	towards	the	prosperity	of	the	
arrangement.

According	to	Ojakol,	 the	sector	provides	
the	 ideal	 launching	pad	 for	 the	 initiative,	
and	 its	 proper	 execution	 is	 required	 for	
the	wide-scale	 industialisation	which	 the	
continent	sorely	requires.

Ojakol	 expressed	 these	 thoughts	 at	 the	
Ghana-leg	 of	 a	 roadshow	preceding	 the	
second	 Intra-African	 Trade	 Fair	 (IATF	
2021.

Offering	 caution,	 he	 stated	 that	 failure	
to	 tow	 this	 path	 could	 see	 AfCFTA	 end	
up	 with	 similar	 ‘unfulfilled	 development	
promises’	in	agriculture	as	witnessed	un-
der	the	General	Agreement	on	Tarrifs	and	
Trade	 (GATT)	as	well	as	 the	World	Trade	
Organisation	(WTO).

“Agricultural	 trade	 is	 the	 prime	 example	
of	 a	 low-hanging	 fruit,	 and	 we	 urge	 the	
members	 of	 the	 business	 community	 to	

C urge	your	governments	 to	 free	 the	areas	
that	 you	 know	 are	 low-hanging.	 If	 you	
treat	agriculture	in	the	AfCFTA	in	the	same	
manner	in	which	it	has	been	treated	at	the	
WTO,	we	will	not	move	forward.”

Ojakol	 said	 an	 agric-first	 approach	 aid	
in	 developing	 inclusive	 regional	 value	
chains	 around	 priority	 commodities,	 led	
by	a	dynamic	and	diverse	private	sector	
of	smallholders,	commercial	farmers,	pro-
cessors	 and	 service	 providers.	 This,	 he	
noted	would	be	a	boost	 for	 intra-African	
Trade	and	Africa’s	 trade	with	 the	 rest	 of	
the	world.

“Most	of	the	economies	on	the	continent	
are	 agriculture-based.	 Why	 would	 you	
have	yams	rotting	in	Ghana	or	 in	Nigeria	
when	people	in	Burkina	need	it?	If	we	are	
able	to	address	this,	then	industrialisation	
will	begin	to	set	in,”	he	said.

Allaying	fears	that	the	agric-first	approach	
would	 lead	 to	a	monotonous	market,	he	
stated	that	competitive	advantage	would	
bring	 about	 balance	 and	 nations	 which	
lose	 out	 in	 one	market	 would	 benefit	 in	
others,	as	regions	begin	to	specialise.

Many	 of	 the	 continent’s	 regional	 eco-
nomic	 communities	 have	 already	 iden-
tified	 strategic	 commodities	 for	 further	

development	 into	 regional	 value	 chains:	
Eastern	Africa	has	prioritised	rice,	beans	
and	dairy,	among	others.	West	Africa	has	
prioritised	 sorghum,	 livestock,	 fish	 and	
aquaculture	 products,	 among	 others.	
Southern	 Africa’s	 priorities	 include	 soya	
beans	and	groundnuts.

This	 regional	 approach,	 according	 to	
experts,	 has	 the	 potential	 to	 absorb	
smallholder	 farmers	 including	 women	
and	 youth,	 and	 micro,	 small	 and	 medi-
um-sized	enterprises,	and	connect	 them	
to	 the	 larger	 private	 sector	which	 domi-
nates	input	and	output	markets.

According	to	the	Food	and	Agriculture	Or-
ganisation,	 despite	 Africa’s	 dependance	
exports	 of	 its	 agricultural	 commodities	
such	 as	 cocoa,	 coffee,	 cotton,	 tobacco,	
it	 remains	a	net	 importer	of	staple	foods	
such	 as	 cereals,	 vegetable	 oils,	 dairy	
products	and	meat.

This	is	particularly	worrying	as	total	trade	
between	 African	 countries	 stood	 at	 a	
mere	2%	from	2015-17,	compared	to	67	
percent	for	intra-regional	trade	among	Eu-
ropean	countries,	61	percent	for	Asia,	and	
47	percent	for	the	Americas,	according	to	
the	UN’s	trade	organisation,	UNCTAD.

Regional News
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ECOWAS applauds Nigeria’s organic 
agriculture
	 COWAS	has	announced	that	
	 Nigeria	is	leading	the	West	Africa	
	 bloc	in	the	promotion	of	organic	
agriculture.

Ernest	 Aubee,	 ECOWAS	 Commission	
said	Nigeria’s	efforts	in	organic	agriculture	
were	commendable	and	timely,	as	it	was	
coming	at	a	time	when	people	paid	atten-
tion	to	what	they	eat.

“What	Nigeria	is	doing	will	benefit	not	only	
Nigeria,	as	a	country,	but	also	the	other	14	
ECOWAS	member	 states,	 and	 we	 hope	
member	states	will	 take	a	cue	from	your	
strides	so	far,”	said	Aubee	at	an	event	on	
`Reporting	Back	Achievements	of	Ecolog-
ical	 Organic	 Agriculture	 (EOA)	 Initiative’	
activities	 in	 Nigeria	 for	 the	 years	 2014-
2020	and	Award	presentation.

Aubee,	also	Chairman,	Regional	Steering	
Committee	 of	 EOA	 in	 West	 Africa,	 said	
EOA	had	been	given	a	pride	of	place	 in	
the	 ECOWAS	 Commission,	 such	 that	 it	
was	driving	the	organic	agriculture	initia-
tive	for	the	benefit	of	the	region.

“We	must	look	at	how	best	to	mainstream	
organic	agriculture	into	every	sector	of	the	

E economy,	 to	encourage	and	promote	 its	
sustainability	in	the	region,”	he	said.

Aubee	also	urged	other	ECOWAS	mem-
ber	 states	 to	 start	 work	 immediately	 on	
how	best	to	ensure	the	mainstreaming	of	
organic	agriculture	in	their	lives.

Meanwhile	Dr.	Olugbenga	AdeOluwa,	the	
Nigeria	Country	Coordinator	of	EOA,	 re-
ported	that	the	initiative	had	the	support	
of	the	African	Heads	of	States’	2020	de-
cision	 EX.CL/Dec.621	 (XVII)	 on	 Organic	
Farming,	and	that	Nigeria	had	been	part	
of	EOA	processes	since	2011.

Sharing	his	sentiment	on	EOA’s	achieve-
ments,	Oyewole	Gbadamosi,	 the	Project	
Manager	said	the	goal	was	to	mainstream	
EOA	into	national	agricultural	production	
systems	by	2025,	with	a	view	to	improv-
ing	the	quality	of	life	of	African	citizens.

“A	 database	 of	 organic	 agriculture	 re-
search	 on	 crop	 and	 livestock	 was	 pro-
duced	 and	 distributed	 in	 strategic	 insti-
tutional	 libraries	 in	 Nigeria;	 in	 bridging	
organic	research	gaps	in	the	country.

“It	 also	 supported	 the	production	 of	 the	

current	 revised	 version	 of	 Organic	 Agri-
culture	Standards	in	Nigeria.

“The	initiative	has	successfully	supported	
one	 PhD	 degree	 programme,	 while	 the	
support	 of	 another	 one	 is	 ongoing.	 We	
also	supported	eight	Masters	studies	and	
publication	 of	 seven	 research	 articles	 in	
an	international	journal.

“The	curriculum	 for	a	 full	programme	on	
Organic	 Agriculture	 Technology	 (OAT)	 in	
the	Colleges	of	Agriculture	has	been	pro-
duced.	The	material	 is	 ready	 to	be	 sub-
jected	to	pre-critic	and	national	validation	
workshops,	 before	 absorption	 by	 the	
colleges,	 after	 approval	 by	 the	 National	
Board	for	Technical	Education,”	he	said.

The	Project	Manager	also	noted	 that	 in-
tensive	sensitisation	on	the	benefits	of	or-
ganic	agriculture	was	being	promoted	by	
the	Initiative.

“We	 have	 done	 a	 lot	 of	 intensive	 sensi-
tisation	 on	 the	 benefits	 of	 organic	 ag-
riculture	 with	 the	 production	 of	 a	 lot	 of	
information	and	educational	materials	on	
organic	agriculture	in	English	and	different	
indigenous	languages	of	the	country.

Regional News
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Calpeda Group
Expands in East 
Africa
	 he	Calpeda	group	are	recognised	as	one	the	
	 leading	manufacturers	of	water	pumps	
	 throughout	the	world.	Renowned	for	their	prod-
uct	 quality,	 and	 an	 insistence	 that	 materials	 are	 only	
sourced	 locally,	 that	 every	 pump	 is	 fully	 tested	 before	
being	 placed	 on	 the	 market	 and	 that	 they	 meet	 with	
exacting	 international	 standards	 for	 safety,	 Energy	 and	
Environment	 the	Calpeda	Group	can	supply	a	compre-
hensive	range	of	water	pumps	from	0.15	to	over	400kW.

Robust	 construction,	 reliability,	 safety,	 efficiency	 and	
environment	are	the	key	words	to	the	philosophy	of	the	
group.

With	one	of	the	largest	ranges	of	water	pumps	extend-
ing	to	over	70,000	models,	Calpeda	and	their	specialist	
submersible	production	company	Subteck	are	capable	
of	 fulfilling	 virtually	 every	water	 pumping	 application	 in	
domestic,	 commercial	 and	 industrial	 sectors	 including	
the	supply	of	our	own	variable	speed	drive	and	control	
systems.

A	key	market	for	our	group	is	irrigation	where	we	can	pro-
vide	a	wide	range	of	pumps	-	surface	mounted	borehole	
and	submersible,	including	solar,	providing	reliable	water	
supply	solutions.

Critical	 water	 supply	 for	 agriculture	 should	 never	 be	
compromised	 through	 the	use	of	 low	price,	 low	quality	
products,	‘water	is	life’	and	we	are	committed	to	ensur-
ing	that	pump	distributors,	installers	and	users	get	value	
for	money	when	choosing	to	install	our	brands.

Our	group	is	looking	to	partner	interested	parties	across	
East	Africa	including	OEMs,	Irrigation	Companies,	Pump	
Dealers,	Solar	Pump	Installers	and	Borehole	Drillers.

For	further	information	please	visit	our	websites	
www.calpeda.com	and	www.subteck.it

Or contact us directly via our offices:

Calpeda	Group
c/o	Subteck	S.p.A.
Via	Armenia,	6	Z.I.	-	33078	S.Vito	al	Tagliamento	(PN)	
T:	+39	043485121	
E:	info@subteck.it

Regional	Manager	sub-	Saharan	Africa	call	or	WhatsApp:	
0027	60	999	2751

T

Subteck S.p.A.
S.Vito al Tagliamento (PN) Italy

T: +39 043485121 E: info@subteck.it
W: www.subteck.it
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Regional News

Ghana agriculture minister’s ingenuity 
applauded By AGYEMAN OPAMBOUR
					ndeed,	it	takes	only	a	visionary	leader
					with	very	good	foresight	to	be	able	
					to	identify	and	select	the	best	kind	of	
people	to	work	with.

When	 Nana	 Akufo	 Addo	 said	 “We	 have	
the	Men”,	little	did	we	know	that	he	was	
talking	about	Men	who	have	gone	through	
the	mill,	and	have	stood	the	test	of	time?	
Men	who	have	excelled	 in	all	spheres	of	
life;	being	academia,	social	and	political.	
Great	 men	 who	 possess	 extraordinary	
competence	 and	 unquestionable	 exper-
tise	 to	man	our	various	sector	ministries	
and	agencies.

Today,	 with	 the	 records	 available,	 I	 can	
confidently	say	without	any	iota	of	doubt	
that	 the	best	among	all	 these	great	men	
is	Dr.	Owusu	Afiriyie	Akoto,	 the	Minister	
for	Food	and	Agriculture.	And	 that	he	 is	
the	best	thing	that	President	Akufo	Addo	
has	given	to	Ghana,	Africa	and	the	World	
at	large.

It	 is	 undeniable	 fact	 that	 in	 2017,	 the	
Akufo	 Addo	 led	 administration	 came	 to	
meet	a	suffocating	economy	of	which	the	
agriculture	 sector	 was	 not	 an	 exception	
with	 zero	 innovative	 ideas	 to	 resuscitate	
it	from	its	dying	state.

It	 took	 the	President	 and	his	 competent	
Agriculture	Minister	to	roll	out	a	program	
to	 help	 modernize	 the	 backbone	 of	 the	
Ghanaian	Economy	(Agriculture)	to	create	
more	jobs	and	food	to	give	life	back	to	the	
dying	economy.

With	the	over	two	million	jobs	created	by	
the	Planting	For	Food	and	Jobs	Program,		

I Ghana	been	described	as	the	Food	Bas-
ket	of	West	Africa,	 the	 records	are	 there	
for	 every	 discerning	 mind	 to	 read	 and	
appreciate	why	Dr.	Owusu	Afiriyie	Akoto	
is	touted	as	the	best	Agriculture	Minister	
that	President	Akufo	Addo	has	offered	to	
the	world.

At	 the	 peak	 of	 the	 COVID-19	 pandemic	
with	 its	 associated	 lockdowns	 and	 re-
strictions,	we	all	realized	the	usefulness	of	
the	 ingenuity	 of	 the	Agriculture	Minister;	
where	Ghana	became	a	hope	and	agricul-
tural	iconic	country	for	many	West	African	
countries.	 We	 had	 food	 that	 sustained	
us	 throughout	 the	heat	of	 the	pandemic	
when	some	West	African	countries	were	
going	 through	 starvation	 as	 a	 result	 of	
their	inability	to	import	enough	food	from	
other	countries	due	to	the	pandemic	and	
its	related	import	restrictions.

It	was	no	surprise	to	hear	Sam	Jonas	de-
scribing	the	agriculture	sector	as	the	only	
sector	that	has	been	of	immense	help	to	
our	economy	during	the	pandemic.

Time	will	not	permit	me	to	enumerate	the	
wonderful	contributions	that	the	Dr.	Ako-
to	 led	Agriculture	ministry	 has	 played	 in	
the	sustainability	of	some	of	the	President	
Akufo	Addo	key	flagship	programs	such	
as	 the	 Free	 Senior	 High	 School	 (FSHS)	
and	the	One	District	One	Factory	 (1D1F)	
Programs	among	others.

Putting	 the	 welfare	 of	 our	 farmers	 first,	
and	creating	a	conducive	environment	for	
them	 to	 continue	 to	 offer	 their	 peerless	
contributions	 to	 the	growth	of	our	econ-
omy,	 President	 Akufo	 Addo	 led	 admin-

istration	 under	 the	 ingenuity	 of	 the	Best	
Agriculture	Minister	 ever,	 have	 instituted	
a	Pension	Scheme	Program	for	our	hard-
working	cocoa	farmers	across	the	length	
and	 breadth	 of	 this	 country.	 Something	
that	has	made	farming	more	lucrative	and	
more	appetizing	for	our	Youth	than	it	used	
to	be	in	the	previous	years.

Indeed	 it	 takes	 great	 men	 to	 break	 re-
cords	 and	 set	 new	 ones.	 As	 I’m	 typing	
right	 now,	 Dr	 Afiriyie	 Akoto	 led	 Ministry	
has	broken	an	old	record	and	have	set	a	
new	unprecedented	 record	by	 recording	
over	 1.3	 million	 metric	 tonnes	 of	 cocoa	
with	almost	ten	more	weeks	to	close	the	
cocoa	season	this	year.	An	old	unprece-
dented	 record	 that	 was	 set	 during	 Prof.	
Mills	administration.

It	 is	 only	 a	 man	 like	 Dr.	 Owusu	 Afiriyie	
Akoto	who	can	engineer	such	an	achieve-
ment	 for	 his	 country.	 Dr	 Akoto	 is	 an	
achiever	 who	 has	 achieved	 the	 best	 for	
the	Akufo	Addo	led	government.

It	 is	 therefore	 not	 out	 of	 place	 to	 show	
appreciation	to	our	President,	His	Excel-
lency	Nana	Addo	Dankwa	Akufo	Addo	for	
given	us	the	Best	Agric	Minister	Ever.
Thank	 you	 Nana	 Addo!	 Ghanaians	 are	
extremely	proud	of	you	and	your	fantas-
tic	and	 reliable	Best	Minister,	Dr.	Owusu	
Afiriyie	Akoto.

No	wonder	you	describe	him	as	your	bo-
som	friend	with	whom	you	can	gladly	rely	
on	to	achieve	all	the	dreams	you	have	for	
this	country.
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Nigerian smallholder farmers get tobacco
 industry support
	 ritish	American	Tobacco	Nigeria	Foundation	(BATNF)	
	 has	announced	plans	to	invest	over	N2	billion	to	
	 support	small	holder	 farmers	across	 the	36	States	 in	
the	federation.

According	 to	 the	Foundation,	 the	move	 is	aimed	at	 improving	
the	lives	of	smallholder	farmers	and	enabling	them	to	scale	up	
from	subsistence	to	commercial	agriculture,	to	boost	food	pro-
duction	in	the	country.

Fatai	 Afolabi,	 the	 Foundation’s	 Technical	 Committee	 member	
recently	told	media	that	BATNF	has	chosen	passion	for	support-
ing	and	empowering	rural	smallholder	farmers	in	the	country	to	
contribute	to	food	productivity	in	order	to	realize	food	security	
via	sustainable	commercial	agriculture.

The	 Foundation’s	 Technical	 Committee	 said	 the	 initiative	 is	 a	
worthy	recognition	of	the	diligent	efforts	over	the	years	to	pro-
mote	good	agricultural	practices	among	rural	smallholder	farm-
ers	and	empowering	youths	in	agriculture	and	other	enterprises.

“As	a	Foundation,	we	reached	out	to	young	people	through	the	

B provision	of	seed	grants	to	scale	up	their	agribusinesses	whilst	
also	providing	mentorship	and	internship	opportunities,	which	is	
why	we	are	being	recognized	here	today.	

“We	have	also	established	the	#WealthisHere	initiative,	a	cam-
paign	developed	to	reinvigorate	the	entrepreneurial	spirit	in	the	
younger	generation	through	sustainable	agriculture,”	said	Afo-
labi.
Meanwhile	BATNF	General	Manager,	Ololade	Johnson	said	the	
Foundation	is	about	rural	farming,	noting	that	its	customers	are	
rural	 farmers	with	 core	mandate	 to	 help	 small	 holder	 farmers	
earn	a	sustainable	income.

“We	are	aware	that	people	in	the	rural	community	are	often	ig-
nored.	It	is	our	commitment	and	priority	to	ensure	that	they	grow	
with	the	rest	of	the	world,”	she	said.
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Togo farmers embrace drones to
 increase production

	 s	part	of	efforts	to	increase	food	
	 production,	farmers	in	Togo	have	
	 roped	 in	 drones	 to	 collect	 data	
to	help	soil	fertility	management	and	de-
tection	of	diseases.	

The	drones	help	 the	 farmers	 in	strategic	
decision-making,	but	 they	are	also	good	
for	everyday	maintenance	chores.

Farmers	in	Togo	are	included	in	a	project	
that	is	spearheaded	by	a	company	called	
E-Agri	Sky.	Farmers	in	Kovié,	some	40	km	
north	 of	 the	 Togolese	 capital	 Lomé,	 are	
benefitting	from	the	project.

Togolese	farmer,	Carlos	Sanve,	in	appre-
ciating	the	drone	technology	told	Africa
News	that	the	use	of	drones	reduces	me-
chanical	damages	to	crops	and	is	an	ef-
ficient	tool.

‘’Their	(the	drones)	way	of	spraying	is	bet-

A ter	than	our	way.	We	need

to	walk	through	the	crop	to	do	the	spray-
ing,	which	damages	the	commodities	be-
cause	we	walk	 on	 the	 rice.	But	 they	 do	
not	touch	the	field	because	everything	is	
done	 in	 the	air.	We	prefer	 their	method’’	
Sanve	said.

E-Agri	 Sky	 Coordinator,	 Pascal	 Tsekpui	
said	 the	 drone	 technologies	 will	 revolu-
tionalize	the	agriculture	sector	in	Togo.

“I	would	say	that	Africa	is	a	bit	behind	in	
the	use	of	these	digital	tools.	But	on	the	
other	hand,	I	wouldn’t	say	that	it	is	a	delay	
but	it	is	a	lack	of	will.	I	used	to	watch	mov-
ies	and	see	just	white	people	doing	it	and	
I	thought	when	can	we	get	there?

But	since	we	got	into	it,	we’ve	seen	that	
we’ve	done	really	good.	We	have	encoun-
tered	difficulties	but	we	adapt	these	dig-

ital	tools	to	our	African	context”	he	said.

The	West	African	countries	maize	produc-
tion	surged	from	538	thousand	tonnes	in	
2001	 to	 950	 thousand	 tonnes	 in	 2020	
growing	at	an	average	annual	rate	of	3.4
percent.	 It	 is	 likely	 that	 the	 production	
could	 increase	 further	 with	 the	 help	 of	
technology.

Meanwhile	the	Observer	Research	Foun-
dation	 (ORF)	noted	 that	drones	 in	Africa	
have	many	other	uses.	These	include,	ob-
serving	 the	movement	 of	 displaced	 vul-
nerable	groups,	 carrying	out	 search	and	
rescue	missions	in	disaster-risk

zones,	deliver	 emergency	medical	 cargo	
supplies	 to	 inaccessible	areas,	map	and	
survey	 rural	 land,	agriculture	and	wildlife	
conservation.

www.capstoneseeds.com

MAIZE
CROP SEED

PASTURE & FORAGE
GREEN MANURE CROPS
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UN to support 10,000 farmers in Nigeria
	 he	United	States	Agency	for
	 International	Development	
	 (USAID)	has	awarded	a	$500,000	
(N205	 million)	 co-investment	 grant	
through	 its	 West	 Africa	 Trade	 &	 Invest-
ment	Hub	 (Trade	hub)	 to	PYXERA	Glob-
al	to	boost	Nigeria’s	agricultural	systems	
and	food	security	pursuit.

“The	USAID-funded	West	Africa	Trade	&	
Investment	Hub	has	awarded	a	$500,000	
co-investment	 grant	 to	 PYXERA	 Global,	
a	not-for-profit	with	extensive	experience	
designing	 training	 and	 capacity-building	
programs,	 to	 support	 the	 launch	 of	 its	
West	 Africa	 Agriculture	 Resilience	 Pro-
gram	(WAFARP),”	said	Michael	Clements,	
Trade	hub’s	Chief	of	Party	in	a	statement.

The	programme	will	assist	10,000	farmers	
cultivating	rice,	maize,	and	soybean	with-
in	Nigeria’s	Kebbi,	Cross	River,	and	Benue	
States.

According	to	the	statement,	these	states	
are	focal	areas	for	the	Trade	Hub	in	Nige-
ria,	whose	work	aligns	with	and	supports	
the	 mission	 of	 the	 U.S.	 Government’s	
Feed	the	Future	initiative.

The	smallholder	 farmers	PYXERA	Global	
is	 assisting	 have	 faced	 numerous	 chal-
lenges	 because	 of	 the	 COVID-19	 pan-
demic,	 including	 income	 loss	 from	 not	
producing	 crops	 as	 planned,	 and	 that	
their	challenges	have	resulted	in	disrupted	
market	channels	and	food	supply	chains.

Clements	said	 the	 initiative	would	be	 le-
veraging	on	the	existing	agribusiness	sys-
tems	of	Dantata	Foods	and	Allied	Prod-
ucts	 Company	 Limited	 (Dantata	 Foods),	
while	PYXERA	Global	will	provide	an	av-
enue	 for	 smallholders	 in	 its	 programme	
to	increase	crop	yield	and	boost	their	in-
comes.

“Nigeria’s	 agricultural	 sector	 has	 been	
particularly	hard	hit	by	the	COVID-19	pan-
demic,	 negatively	 impacting	 smallholder	
farmers	 and	 the	 communities	 of	 people	
who	depend	on	their	success	in	growing	
crops,”	Clements	said.

He	further	said:	“We	are	excited	about	the	
potential	of	PYXERA	Global’s	West	Africa	
Agriculture	Resilience	Program	to	bolster	
agricultural	systems	and	expect	to	co-in-
vest	in	other	such	programs	as	part	of	our	
COVID-19	rapid	response	initiative.”

T Meanwhile	 Clements	 explained	 further	
that	 the	 goal	 will	 be	 achieved	 by	 first	
bringing	 all	 the	 smallholders	 into	Danta-
ta	 Foods’	 outgrower	 programme,	 as	 the	
company	will	 both	 assist	 the	 smallhold-
ers	to	increase	crops	yields	and	buy	from	
them	as	well.

He	 said	 to	 ensure	 quality	 output	 for	 the	
crops	it	buys,	the	company	will	supply	the	
smallholders	with	quality	seeds	and	other	
farm	inputs.

While	being	supported	by	PYXERA	Glob-
al,	 the	 statement	 noted	 that	 Dantata	
Foods	will	also	provide	training	programs	
to	 help	 the	 smallholders	 produce	 high-
er-quality	 crops	 that	 command	 better	
prices.

“The	 crops	 produced	 through	 the	 pro-
gram	will	be	taken	to	Dantata	Foods’	ag-
gregation	 centers	 already	 located	 in	 the	

three	target	states	of	Kebbi,	Cross	River,	
and	Benue,	where	the	smallholders	will	be	
paid	by	the	company	at	prevailing	market	
rates,”	the	statement	noted.

Dantata	 Foods	 chairman,	 Tajuddeen	
Dantata,	 said,	 “It	 is	 our	 greatest	 aim	 to	
support	and	improve	the	livelihood	of	ev-
eryone	 in	 the	 society,	 especially	 the	 un-
derrepresented	women	and	youth	 in	 the	
agricultural	sector.”

Through	 the	 program,	 he	 explained	 that	
the	smallholders	which	will	include	50	per	
cent	women	 or	 youth	 are	 anticipated	 to	
produce	25,000	metric	tonnes	of	each	of	
the	value	chains	in	the	first	season	and	an	
additional	5,000	metric	tons	in	the	subse-
quent	seasons.

	“The	total	net	income	is	projected	to	be	
$6.72	million	and	$9.8	million	for	each	re-
spective	season,”	he	said.

Regional News
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AFAP, Fertilizer Canada to boost rural farmers’ 
potential
	 he	African	Fertilizer	and	
	 Agribusiness	Partnership	(AFAP)
	 and	Fertilizer	Canada	are	launch-
ing	a	new	initiative	to	support	smallholder	
sub-Saharan	African	farmers,	particularly	
women	and	youth.	

Planned	 interventions	will	 see	 a	marked	
improvement	in	socio-economic	well-be-
ing	and	income	earning	potential	for	over	
80,000	 smallholder	 farmers	 in	 Ethiopia,	
Ghana,	and	Senegal.	

The	 collaborative	 effort	 is	 part	 of	 the	
Global	Affairs	Canada-funded	4R	Nutrient	
Stewardship	 (Right	 Source	 @	 the	 Right	
Rate,	Right	Time,	and	Right	Place	®)	proj-
ect	in	Ethiopia,	Ghana,	and	Senegal	being	
implemented	by	Fertilizer	Canada	and	the	
Co-operative	Development	Foundation	of	
Canada.

The	 partnership	 will	 run	 for	 three	 years	
with	 the	 possibility	 of	 an	 extension	 de-
pending	on	the	results.	During	this	period,	
AFAP	 and	 Fertilizer	 Canada	 will	 design	
agriculture	 interventions	 that	 incorporate	
the	4R	Nutrient	Stewardship,	a	Canadian	
concept.

T “Fertilizer	Canada	 is	pleased	 to	be	part-
nering	with	AFAP	in	creating	new	opportu-
nities	for	smallholder	farmers	by	advanc-
ing	 sustainable	 and	 resilient	 agriculture	
practices,”	said	Clyde	Graham,	Executive	
Vice	President	at	Fertilizer	Canada.	

“The	4R	Nutrient	Stewardship	framework	
helps	farmers	to	maximize	yield	and	eco-
nomic	 benefit	 while	 minimizing	 environ-
mental	 concerns	 related	 to	 agriculture.	
Fertilizer	 Canada	 will	 bring	 agronomic	
knowledge	and	training	on	board	as	they	
work	with	AFAP	to	adopt	the	4R’s	to	Afri-
can	conditions.”

“This	 collaboration	 is	 an	 opportunity	 for	
shared	 learning	 between	AFAP	 and	 Fer-
tilizer	Canada.	The	plan	is	to	integrate	the	
4R	Nutrient	Stewardship	 framework	with	
AFAP’s	Market	 Intelligence	System	(MIS)	
and	 Agribusiness	 Partnership	 Contract	
(APC)	 programs”	 says	 Jason	 Scarpone,	
President	 and	 CEO	 of	 AFAP,	 an	 inde-
pendent	 non-profit	 organization	 focused	
on	 raising	 African	 farm	 family	 incomes	
through	 improving	 sustainable	 fertilizers	
and	fertilizers	technology.

Both	MIS	and	APC	have	to	date,	trained	
farming	 communities,	 linked	 and	 devel-
oped	 hub-and-spoke	 networks	 of	 420	
wholesale	 distributors	 with	 over	 6,000	
retail	networks	entirely	serving	7.5	million	
smallholder	 farmers	 across	 8	 countries	
(Tanzania,	Uganda,	Mozambique,	Malawi,	
Ghana,	Burkina	Faso,	Mali,	and	Nigeria).

“We	will	focus	on	strengthening	women’s	
leadership	 in	 agricultural	 cooperatives,	
improve	access	to	productive	resources,	
and	promote	best	practices	in	integrated	
soil	 fertility	 management	 and	 conserva-
tion	 agriculture,”	 said	 Sandra	 Pires,	 Di-
rector	of	Agribusiness	Programs	at	AFAP.

Adopting	the	4R	principles	will	boost	Af-
rica’s	 agricultural	 productivity	 and	 farm	
income	 while	 increasing	 crop	 resilience	
to	climate	change.	By	making	sustainable	
fertilizers	 and	 fertilizers	 technology	 an	
integral	 part	 of	 farm	 practices,	 the	 proj-
ects	 will	 strengthen	 rural	 development,	
increase	food	security,	and	improve	com-
petitiveness	 for	 small-holder	 farmers	 in	
the	 Sub	 Saharan	 Africa	 regions	 particu-
larly	in	Ghana,	Ethiopia,	and	Senegal.

International News
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John Deere introduce the beast
...the biggest tractor in town

	 esigned	to	maximise	time	in	
	 the	field	while	optimising	yield,	
	 the	 new	 9R-Series	 is	 the	 latest	
contender	 for	 the	 largest,	 strongest	 and	
most	 technologically	 advanced	 John	
Deere	Tractor	on	the	market	in	Africa	and	
the	Middle	East.	

The	new	9R-Series	offers	maximum	pow-
er	and	state	of	the	art	precision	ag	tech-
nology.	 Equipped	with	 all	 of	 the	 original	
9R	specs,	the	upgraded	9R-Series	lineup	
is	the	only	tractor	series	on	the	market	of-
fering	a	wheeled	(9R),	two-track	(9RT)	and	
four-track	 (9RX)	 configuration	 to	 ensure	
optimum	performance,	effectiveness	and	
efficiency	 on	 all	 types	 of	 soil.	 It	 enables	
farmers	to	cover	more	ground	in	less	time	
with	greater	accuracy	and	quality	and	re-
duce	 their	 operating	 costs,	 all	 while	 en-
joying	a	larger,	more	comfortable	cab.	

In	 addition,	 the	 new	 9R-Series	 Tractors	
come	 equipped	 with	 the	 revolutionary	
John	 Deere	 PowerTech™	 13.6L	 (830-cu	
in)	engine.	

Designed	 for	 enhanced	 performance	
and	 reliability,	 the	 all-new	 13.6L	 engine	
offers	 390-590	 horsepower,	 optimal	 fuel	
efficiency	 and	 robust	 engine	 capacity	
throughout	your	day.	

“We	 achieve	 this	 by	 leveraging	 a	
high-pressure	 common-rail	 (HPCR)	 sys-
tem	and	a	hydraulic	fan	drive.	The	13.6L	
engine	 offers	 13.5	 percent	 more	 horse-

D power	 than	 the	13.5L	engine,	 three	per-
cent	more	fluid	efficiency,	50	percent	less	
engine	noise,	a	27	percent	 improvement	
in	repairability	and	a	13	percent	reduction	
in	maintenance	 costs,”	 said	 John	Deere	
officials.	

The	new	9R-Series	is	also	designed	with	
the	 strenuous	 daily	 activities	 of	 farm-
ers	 in	mind.	Delivering	ultimate	operator	
comfort	 and	 convenience,	 the	 operator	
station	now	provides	 you	with	 extended	
headroom,	 a	 wider	 entry	 path,	 a	 larger	
integrated	refrigerator,	new	seat	options,	
touchscreen	radio,	footrests	and	more.	All	
9R-Series	Tractors	offer	the	choice	of	Se-
lect,	Premium	or	Ultimate	cab	packages	
to	choose	from.

“At	John	Deere,	we	understand	that	farm-
ing	begins	before	 sunrise	and	ends	well	
after	sunset.	We	have	designed	the	new	
9R-Series	 to	 include	new	visibility	pack-
ages	 for	 added	 operator	 convenience.	
These	 three	new	visibility	packages	pro-
vide	 additional	 lighting,	 sunshade	 and	
camera	 options	 to	 ensure	 you	 are	 com-
fortable	during	extended	working	periods,	
regardless	of	the	time	of	day.”

With	 the	new	9R-Series,	one	will	always	
be	 on	 schedule	 thanks	 to	 the	 increased	
max	ballast,	designed	for	maximum	trac-
tion	and	drivetrain	efficiency.	

“But	 what	 does	 this	mean	 for	 you	 as	 a	
farmer?	 Reduced	 slip,	 increased	 power	

at	the	drawbar	and	best	of	all,	increased	
productivity.”

To	 keep	 operators	 on	 track,	 all	 the	 new	
9R-Series	Tractors	include	a	Gen4	Com-
mand	 Center,	 AutoTrac	 activation	 and	
JDLink™,	which	features	an	all-new	Star-
Fire	6000	Integrated	Receiver.	

With	 JDLink™	 connectivity,	 as	 soon	 as	
the	new	9R	leaves	the	factory,	it	is	ready	
for	action.	JDLink™	provides	farmers	with	
John	 Deere	 Connected	 Support™	 and	
expert	alerts	to	help	ensure	that	your	trac-
tors	 operate	without	 interruption.	Please	
refer	to	your	John	Deere	Dealer	for	JDLink	
™	and	Wireless	Technology	Approvals.

The	 StarFire™	 6000	 Integrated	 Receiv-
er	 is	 designed	 to	 reduce	 setup	 time	 by	
eliminating	 terrain	compensation	module	
(TCM)	calibrations.	

With	reduced	pull-in	and	remote	software	
download	times,	you	have	enhanced	pre-
cision	 and	 control.	 All	 receivers	 are	 fully	
serviceable	 and	 upgradable	 to	 newer	
generations.	 Closing	 off	 the	 integrated	
technology	 is	 the	 highly	 recommended	
Gen4	 4600	CommandCenter™	Automa-
tion	Activation	4.0.	

All	 integrated	technology	is	country-spe-
cific	 depending	 on	 in-country	 require-
ments	and	prior	approvals	by	John	Deere.	
Contact	 your	 John	 Deere	 representative	
for	more	information	on	availability.
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Insight

EU agriculture policies to benefit African 
farmers By HANS WETZELS 
	 ilbert	Bor	manages	a	small	farm	
	 in	the	western	highlands	of	
	 Kenya.	Landscapes	are	hilly,	vil-
lage	roads	lined	with	pine	trees,	his	cows	
mostly	of	the	Friesian	breed.	He	is	up	at	
6:00am	daily	to	lead	his	animals	through	
the	woods	into	the	valley	below.

Most	farmers	in	and	around	his	village	in	
Kapseret	grow	maize	or	beans	for	subsis-
tence.	But	that	is	set	to	change,	says	Bor.
East	 African	 regional	 authorities	 have	
started	 promoting	 cash	 crops	 like	 avo-
cados	and	coffee	to	increase	Kenyan	ex-
ports	 to	 the	European	Union	and	China.	
At	 the	same	 time,	 local	 farmers	are	get-
ting	organized	as	well,	says	Bor.	His	own	
community	collectively	invested	in	a	milk	
tank	to	strengthen	its	position	on	regional	
dairy	markets.

“For	 products	 like	 coffee,	 mangoes	 or	
peanuts,	Europe	is	an	important	market,”	
Bor	explains,	enthusiastically.	“Crops	ex-
ported	from	Kenya	are	exempt	from	taxa-
tion	in	Europe.	That	also	goes	for	exports	
to	 Europe	 from	 Ghana,	 Nigeria	 and	 the	
Francophone	countries.”

The	 EU	 is	 a	 global	 agricultural	 pow-
erhouse.	 The	 27-country	 bloc	 feeds	
a	 steady	 stream	 of	 processed	 foods,	
grains,	 dairy	 and	 meats	 onto	 the	 world	
market	while	importing	large	quantities	of	
raw	commodities	 like	soy,	sugar	cane	or	

G palm	oil,	tropical	vegetables	and	fruits	like	
avocados.

Globalization	 is	 making	 markets	 better	
accessible	 to	 farmers	 like	 Mr.	 Bor.	 He	
says:	 “Almost	 all	 EU	countries	purchase	
Kenyan	agricultural	goods.	Who	stands	to	
benefit	most	will	 depend	on	what	coun-
tries	like	Germany	or	the	Netherlands	de-
cide.	African	farmers	must	keep	a	closer	
eye	on	European	policymakers.”

In	 particular,	 African	 farmers	 need	 to	
watch	the	evolution	of	the	EU’s	Common	
Agricultural	 Policy	 (CAP)	 that	 was	 con-
ceived	in	1962	to	provide	affordable	food	
for	its	population	post-World	War	II.

Under	 CAP,	 the	 EU	 became	 so	 efficient	
that	 surpluses	 piled	 up.	 The	 authori-
ties	 subsequently	 introduced	 export	 re-
funds—paying	 international	 traders	 the	
difference	between	the	EU’s	high	internal	
prices	and	lower	world	market	prices.

Those	 subsidies	 put	 pressure	 on	 food	
prices	worldwide,	 leading	 to	 detrimental	
effects	on	African	farming	economies.

However,	the	EU	abandoned	its	trade-dis-
torting	subsidies	in	2017.	A	year	later	the	
EU-Parliament,	 for	 the	 first	 time	 ever,	
commissioned	a	 study	on	 the	 impact	of	
the	CAP	around	the	globe.

“In	 recent	 years	we	 have	 seen	 progress	
in	 better	 aligning	 agriculture	 with	 inter-
national	development	goals,”	says	Maria	
Blanco,	head-author	of	the	Technical	Uni-
versity	in	Madrid,	Spain.

However,	 simply	 increasing	 international	
trade	 in	 agricultural	 products	 would	 not	
automatically	 lead	 to	 better	 incomes	 for	
African	farmers,	experts	say.

If	 unchecked,	 such	 trade	 could	 damage	
the	 environment,	 lead	 to	 the	 displace-
ments	 of	 local	 peoples	 or	 human	 rights	
violations.

Ms.	 Blanco	 warns:	 “Importing	 sugar-
cane	 from	 outside	 Europe	 would	 create	
economic	 activity	 in	 the	 global	 south.	
But	commodity	 imports	 from	developing	
countries	can	also	 lead	 to	 land	grabs	or	
environmental	pollution.”

Commodities	are	usually	grown	on	 large	
plantations.	 Once	 money	 starts	 pouring	
in	the	stakes,	economically	and	politically,	
are	raised,	which	put	small	farmers	at	risk.	
The	 shift	 to	 industrial-style	 agriculture	
usually	puts	tremendous	pressure	on	the	
environment	when	 it	 comes	 to	 chemical	
usage,	deforestation	or	water	pollution.

Research	by	the	think-tank	ARC2020	and	
the	 German	 NGO	 Heinrich	 Böll	 Stiftung	
finds	 that	 the	EU	agricultural	 policy	 cre-
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ates	 ripple	 effects	 around	 the	 globe.
Trade	 arrangements	 with	 Honduras,	 for	
example,	concentrated	the	banana	trade	
in	 the	 hands	 of	 few	multinationals	while	
the	demand	for	grain	and	soya	in	Europe	
encourages	land	control	in	Central	Asia.

Despite	the	positive	outlook,	African	farm-
ers	are	under	unrelenting	pressure	of	EU	
exports.	After	markets	inside	Europe	were	
awash	with	milk	after	the	bloc	abandoned	
its	quota	system	in	2015,	Dutch	and	Ger-
man	producers	quickly	sought	out	other	
export	opportunities.

Global	 dairy	 players	 like	 Danone	 or	
FrieslandCampina	 have	 increased	 their	
processing	 capabilities	 in	 West	 Africa.	
The	 FrieslandCampina	 subsidiary	WAM-
CO	 controls	 no	 less	 than	 75	 percent	 of	
the	milk	market	in	Nigeria.
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In	 Ghana	 increased	 exports	 of	 frozen	
chicken,	from	13,000	metric	tons	in	2003	
to	 175,000	 in	 2019,	 have	 affected	 local	
production.

Over	90	percent	of	chicken	meats	in	su-
permarkets	 in	 Ghana	 are	 imported	 from	
the	United	States	or	the	EU.

“Poultry	has	the	highest	turnover	and	its	
short	 cycle	 of	 production	 is	 for	 income	
generation	for	farmers	in	Ghana.	But	Eu-
ropean	exports	of	frozen	chickens	nega-
tively	affect	our	own	meat	industry,”	wor-
ries	poultry	farmer	Anthony	Akunzule.

The	newly	established	African	Continen-
tal	Free	Trade	Area	(AfCFTA)	could	boost	
African	 farmers’	 efforts	 to	 compete	with	
the	EU.	The	trade	agreement,	which	elim-
inates	tariffs	between	African	countries	by	

90	per	cent	and	tackles	customs	delays,	
could	 foster	 intra-African	 trade	 in	 agri-
culture.	 Professor	 of	 European	 Agricul-
tural	 Policy	Alan	Matthews	 of	 the	 Trinity	
College,	 Dublin,	 says	 attention	 is	 rightly	
shifting	 attention	 away	 from	 the	 notion	
that	CAP	alone	is	responsible	for	Africa’s	
agricultural	woes.

Mathews	 says	 that	African	governments	
had	failed	to	prioritize	investment	in	rural	
areas,	even	as	most	experts	now	believe	
the	AfCFTA	will	be	a	game	changer	for	Af-
rica’s	development.

What	Africa	 farmers	need	are	 favourable	
policies	and	actions	 in	both	Europe	and	
Africa,	 says	 Bor.	 For	 now,	 he	 says	 that,	
“Opportunities	 are	 all	 around	 for	 small	
farmers	 like	 me,	 mostly	 in	 the	 organic	
niche.”
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Data as information in Africa and the US
	 he	United	States	has	a	well-
	 established	commercial	
	 agricultural	 industry	 in	 compar-
ison	 to	 the	 continent	 of	 Africa.	 African	
farmers	 mostly	 rely	 on	 government-led	
initiatives	 (i.e.	 agricultural	 extension	 ser-
vices),	 word	 of	mouth,	 and	 recently	 de-
veloped	 digital	 technologies	 to	 improve	
agricultural	 productivity	 and	 share	 infor-
mation.	

However,	 these	 digital	 technologies	 are	
not	being	utilized	to	reflect	their	potential.	
On	 the	 other	 hand,	 one	 way	 American	
farmers	 improve	 productivity	 is	 through	
sharing	data	to	improve	precision	agricul-
ture	digital	 tools.	This	 technology	 is	 sel-
dom	used	 in	Africa,	but	has	benefits	 for	
farmers	where	employed.	

As	detailed	in	one	of	our	previous	posts,	
agricultural	 information	 sharing	 in	 Africa	
is	 largely	 an	 effort	 of	 government	 initia-
tives.	 Agricultural	 extension	 services	 are	
the	main	program	by	which	 this	 occurs.	
Extension	 agents	 offer	 farmer	 support	
through	 information	 on	 market	 access,	
technology,	and	skills.	

However,	these	efforts	are	historically	un-
derfunded	 and	 widely	 inefficient.	 There	
are	also	more	informal	forms	of	 informa-
tion	dissemination:	farmer	to	farmer	con-
tact	in	the	field,	at	the	market,	or	in	social	
settings	 (i.e.	 religious	 gatherings).	 Also,	
technology	 has	 grown	 in	 use	 in	 recent	
years,	but	its	effectiveness	is	debatable.	

The	 agricultural	 landscape	 in	 the	United	
States	is	significantly	different.	For	one,	it	
is	heavily	controlled	by	 food	giants	rath-
er	 than	 smallholder,	 family	 farms.	 The	

T only	activity	profitable	for	many	American	
farmers	 is	 growing	 corn	 and	 soybeans	
to	sell	as	animal	feed	to	corporations;	 in	
fact,	this	practice	now	dominates	Ameri-
can	farming.	While	farmers	do	have	sys-
tems	 to	 communicate	with	 one	 another,	
corporations	 reign	 supreme	 on	 dictating	
the	basics	of	farmer	behavior.	

Farmer	data	sharing	has	become	an	 im-
portant	 component	 of	 improving	 preci-
sion	agriculture	 in	 the	United	States.	By	
tracking	 information	such	as	yield	moni-
tor,	soil	sample,	and	imagery	data,	farm-
ers	advance	the	accuracy	of	digital	tools	
that	 result	 in	actionable	decisions	 to	 im-
prove	 practices	 that	 reduce	 risk	 and	 in-
crease	 profitability.	 Digital	 technologies	
used	 include	 mobile	 applications,	 web	
platforms,	and	services	that	use	ag-tech.	
Over	 92	 percent	 of	 farmers	 share	 their	
data	with	at	 least	one	person	or	 service	
outside	 of	 their	 operation,	 with	 the	 ex-
pectation	that	value	will	be	added	to	their	
crops.	 Agronomic	 consultants	 and	 seed	
sales	 representatives	are	 typically	where	
this	information	is	shared.	

Some	American	 farmers	 are	 reluctant	 to	
share	 information	 with	 service	 provid-
ers	due	to	a	 lack	of	 legal	and	regulatory	
frameworks	on	the	subject.	This	may	lead	
farmers	to	forgo	the	adoption	of	precision	
or	smart	agriculture	altogether.	Some	oth-
er	 challenges	 to	 adoption	 include	 con-
cerns	about	data	privacy,	ownership,	and	
equitable	sharing	of	benefits	of	data	col-
lection.	Moral	 questions	 have	 also	 been	
raised	 about	 access,	 cost,	 and	 scale	 of	
digitizing	farms.	These	worries	should	be	
addressed	to	inform	best	practices	of	ag-
ricultural	data	collection	and	use.	

In	West	 Africa,	 precision	 agriculture	 and	
big	 data	 collection	 is	 considered	 “irrele-
vant”	to	some,	suggesting	this	technolo-
gy	has	not	been	substantially	used	in	this	
region	thus	far.	Specifically,	collecting	soil	
data	for	precision	nutrient	management	is	
rare	in	West	Africa,	but	digital	mapping	of	
soil	 fertility	 is	 happening	 within	 multiple	
countries	in	the	area.	There	are	many	ef-
forts	to	increase	engagement	in	precision	
agriculture	 and	data	 collection	 practices	
in	 this	 location,	 citing	 benefits	 such	 as	
increased	 productivity	 and	 greater	 food	
security.	

The	potential	of	big	data	analytics	 in	Af-
rican	 agriculture	 is	 developing,	 as	 it	 is	
in	 the	 United	 States,	 albeit	 more	 slow-
ly.	 However,	 digital	 farmer	 information	
sharing	platforms	draw	concerns	among	
some	smallholder	farmers	in	Sri	Lanka,	so	
there	may	be	similar	expectations	for	the	
uptake	 of	 collecting	 and	 sharing	data	 in	
developing	countries.	

Despite	this,	adoption	of	data	collections	
and	 sharing	 has	 a	 large	 potential	 to	 im-
prove	 the	 African	 agricultural	 sector.	 In	
Uganda,	around	7,000	farmers	have	used	
drone	technology,	a	mechanism	of	preci-
sion	 agriculture,	 to	 collect	 data	 on	 crop	
yields	 and	 fence	 monitoring.	 This	 has	
resulted	 in	 positive	 benefits	 for	 farmers,	
such	 as	 improved	 crop	 insurance	 and	
better	yields.	

For	the	entirety	of	Africa,	adoption	of	pre-
cision	 agriculture	 could	 enable	 greater	
food	security,	as	climate	change	and	soil	
degradation	worsen	and	new	techniques	
for	quickly	adapting	to	new	circumstanc-
es	are	needed.
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Technology News

Where solar power meets agricultural markets 
						n	2015,	Habiba	Ali,	the	founder	and	
						MD-CEO	of	Sosai	Renewable	Energies
					Company	based	in	Kaduna,	Nigeria,	
had	a	trying	time	convincing	the	C&I	mar-
ket	that	renewables	was	the	way	to	go.

Often,	 she	was	met	with	 a	 “don’t	 come	
with	 your	 environmental	 talk”	 sentiment.	
Today	things	are	very	different.

The	 change	 has	 seen	 the	 C&I	 market	
boom	and	most	banks	are	now	investing	
in	solar	installations.	“It’s	been	so	exciting	
to	witness	 this	 change,	which	 has	 been	
sudden	and	 fast,	 because	 it	means	 that	
all	 of	 my	 groundwork	 in	 previous	 years	
has	not	been	in	vain.”

Habiba’s	 passion	 is	 infectious	 and	 her	
drive	 to	 promote	 renewable	 energy	 in	
budding	 communities	 and	 urban	 areas	
–	 executing	 solar	 installations	 and	 drive	
product	 adoption	 and	 improving	 cook	
stoves	for	rural	communities	–	has	made	
her	a	respected	voice	in	the	green	energy	
space	 in	West	 Africa.	 However,	 the	 sta-
tistics	that	reflect	the	reality	of	 the	many	
millions	 that	 still	 do	 not	 have	 access	 to	
energy,	keep	her	feet	planted	firmly	on	the	
ground.

However,	she	cautions	that	if	the	statistics	
are	 not	 changing	 then	 the	work	 has	 not	
been	 fruitful:	 “Some	 of	 the	 research	 we	
did	 in	2010,	 indicated	a	 rise	 in	 the	ener-
gy	ladder.	The	energy	pyramid,	where	you	
had	a	lot	more	people	at	the	bottom	using	
firewood,	charcoal	and	kerosene,	showed	
movement	up	the	pyramid	to	use	of	gas	
and	electricity.	Now	the	dream	is	to	turn	
that	pyramid	upside	down,	and	get	more	
people	using	electricity	or	gas.	If	we’re	still	
churning	out	that	same	data,	it	means	all	
of	the	work	we’ve	put	in	is	really	wasted	
and	that	really	hurts.	It’s	really	frustrating.”

The	mother	of	two	is	rightly	very	proud	of	
a	recent	success	for	Sosai	in	the	form	of	a	
research	grant	by	the	United	States	Trade	
and	Development	Agency	(USTDA).	

She	explains:	 “We’ve	been	able	 to	 iden-
tify	 thousands	of	communities	 in	Nigeria	
that	need	renewable	energy	solutions	de-
ployed	to	them.	To	reach	even	more	peo-
ple,	we	need	more	data.	The	USTDA	do	
feasibility	studies	which	they	fund	100%.

We	were	 able	 to	 present	 to	 them	 about	
100	 communities	 across	 three	 states	 in	
Nigeria	(Kogi,	Kaduna	and	Plateau	states).	

I We	were	granted	over	$900,000	to	imple-
ment	 these	 feasibility	 studies,	which	will	
help	 us	 to	 identify	 the	 communities	 that	
are	viable	for	a	project	rollout.”

According	 to	Ali,	with	such	data	and	 in-
formation,	 investors	will	 take	 them	more	
seriously.	“One	of	the	things	you	will	find,	
especially	in	this	sector,	is	that	it	takes	a	
lot	 for	 a	 woman-owned	 business	 to	 be	
taken	 seriously.	 I’ve	 been	 in	 this	 indus-
try	for	over	14	years	and	know	that	to	be	
well-regarded	means	to	tick	all	the	boxes	
and	work	twice	as	hard	just	to	make	your-
self	relevant.”

It’s	now	an	exciting	time	to	be	a	woman	
in	 energy:	 “We	 signed	 the	 award	 agree-
ment	in	February	where	the	ambassador	
of	 the	US	and	 the	new	head	of	USTDA,	
both	women,	were	present	among	other	
leading	figureheads.”

Being	a	woman-owned	business	also	has	
its	advantages,	she	has	discovered:	“You	
know,	 starting	out	 as	a	woman	 is	differ-
ent;	it	is	difficult.	You	need	to	learn	all	the	
ropes	and	grow	your	network	while	your	
health,	 your	 family	 suffer.	 But	 then	 with	
time,	once	you’ve	got	the	hang	of	it,	peo-
ple	 start	 realising	 that	 you’re	 not	 going	
anywhere,	you’re	there.”

That	 moment	 of	 realisation	 is	 when	 the	
benefits	of	being	a	woman	start	 coming	
through.	 “For	 example,	 the	 first	 USADF	
award	we	received	had	25%	of	the	overall	
score	allocated	to	being	a	female-owned	
company.	 So	 yes,	 we’ve	 got	 some	 very	
good	value	for	being	female-owned.”

According	to	Ali,	a	direct	result	of	the	pan-
demic	has	been	the	inability	to	do	instal-
lations	 in	 communities,	which	 has	 post-
poned	revenue	and	adoption	by	the	local	
residents,	 particularly	 as	 a	 lot	 of	 people	
are	 cash-strapped.	 “If	 I’ve	 lived	 for	 15	
to	 20	 years	without	 any	 electricity,	what	
makes	you	think	delaying	another	one	or	
two	years	would	make	any	difference	 to	
my	lifestyle?”

This	setback	will	not	discourage	Ali:	“I’m	
one	of	the	advocates	of	‘we	cannot	stop	
our	lives	because	of	COVID’.	We	can	just	
learn	to	live	around	it,	live	together	some-
how.	 It’s	 just	 like	 living	 with	 malaria	 as	
we’ve	done	so	for	years.”

Sosai	 has	 started	 installing	 solar	 drying	
systems	at	agri	projects,	such	as	for	pine-

apple	 and	mango	 farming	 communities.	
Ali	 finds	 the	 agricultural	 sector	 particu-
larly	inspiring	and	complementary	to	their	
work.

“People	 can	 do	 without	 energy,	 but	 no	
one	can	do	without	 food,	right?	And	ev-
ery	day	you	find	out	that	in	the	agricultur-
al	sector,	there’s	always	more	innovation	
and	that’s	very	exciting.	

In	 Nigeria,	 people	 doing	 extension	 ser-
vices	 are	 helping	 to	 improve	 farmers’	
practices,	 ensuring	 they	 farm	 regularly	
over	the	years.	In	the	same	way,	our	so-
lar	drying	project	will	benefit	farmers.	Yes,	
people	 already	 had	 practices	 but	 we’re	
just	offering	a	better	way	now.”

The	agribusiness	sector	 is	constantly	 in-
novating,	constantly	doing	things	that	will	
improve	 it,	make	 it	 better.	 “Looking	at	 it	
from	an	 investment	point	of	 view,	 it	 is	 a	
sure	 banker	 for	 revenue.	 It’s	 an	 exciting	
market	for	me	where	energy	for	services	
based	in	agriculture	will	have	a	huge	im-
pact.	 Solar	 drying	 systems	 are	 just	 the	
beginning	and	we	hope	to	extend	this	into	
processing	 and	 irrigation.	 These	 are	 the	
solutions	 we	 are	 thinking	 to	 tie	 into	 the	
100	communities	coming	up.”

For	the	Sosai	Renewable	Energies	found-
er,	finding	partners	and	working	together	
for	a	common	cause	has	become	a	natu-
ral	way	of	doing	business	and	promoting	
a	healthier	way	of	living.	Being	a	member	
of	 the	Enlit	Africa	advisory	board	 is	also	
beneficial	for	everyone,	she	says.

Having	‘people	of	repute’	on	your	adviso-
ry	 board	 isn’t	 enough	 anymore,	 advises	
Ali.

	“Having	people	on	board	who	are	prac-
titioners,	 who	 are	 hands	 on,	 constantly	
innovating,	is	more	practical.	We	must	do	
our	utmost	to	ensure	that	acceptance	of	
a	variety	of	solutions	is	widely	spread	and	
more	sustainable”

According	 to	 Ali,	 having	 announced	 her	
involvement	as	an	advisory	board	mem-
ber	to	Enlit	Africa	on	LinkedIn	has	already	
gained	mileage:	“People	are	asking,	‘Oh,	
really,	 who	 is	 she?’	 and	 they	 are	 taking	
notice,	 asking	 questions	 and	 it	 adds	 to	
our	credibility.	So	it’s	quite	exciting	to	be	
listed	 as	 an	 Enlit	 Africa	 advisory	 board	
member.”
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Alapala completes another turnkey 
project in Ecuador

	 lapala	has	recently	completed	
	 a	new	flour	mill	project	for	
	 Molinos	 Miraflores	 S.A.	 in	 Am-
bato,	Ecuador.

Operating	 with	 an	 experience	 of	 more	
than	100	years,	Molinos	Miraflores	is	one	
of	the	most	preferred	flour	brands	in	Ec-
uador	today.	The	company	decided	to	in-
vest	in	a	new	flour	milling	plant	in	Ambato	
area,	as	a	greenfield	project	completed	in	
May	2021.

As	one	of	 the	 leading	solution	providers	
in	grain	milling	technologies,	Alapala	was	
assigned	 for	 the	 supply	 and	 installation	
of	 the	 new	 flour	mill	 on	 a	 turnkey	 basis	
including	 project	 design,	 manufacturing,	
project	 management,	 installation,	 and	
commissioning	 services.	 With	 the	 com-
pletion	 of	 this	 project,	 Alapala	 success-
fully	 delivered	 its	 2nd	 turnkey	 reference	
project	in	the	country.	

The	new	flour	mill	of	Miraflores	operates	
with	a	capacity	of	150	 tons	per	day,	us-
ing	hard	and	semi-hard	wheat	to	produce	
high-quality	 bakery	 and	 cake	 flours	 for	
domestic	 distribution.	 The	 new	 steel	 si-
los	of	the	plant	have	a	total	grain	storage	
capacity	of	4,500	tons,	integrated	with	an	
intake	pit	and	pre-cleaning	system.	

The	 steel	 structure	 of	 the	 new	 flour	mill	
was	also	provided	by	Alapala	Construc-
tion,	which	specializes	in	the	design,	sup-
ply,	 and	 construction	 of	 industrial	 build-
ings	worldwide.	

A

The	flour	mill	 has	an	advanced	automa-
tion	 system	 combined	 with	 Scada	 soft-
ware.	By	enabling	centralized	monitoring	
of	the	entire	process	from	wheat	intake	to	
flour	packaging,	 the	system	provides	 in-
tegrated	process	control	and	traceability	
advantages.	The	system	also	has	an	ad-
vanced	 report	 generation	 ability	 for	 pro-

duction,	yield,	efficiency,	etc.	data.

The	remote	connection	feature	of	the	sys-
tem	also	 enables	 the	Alapala	 after-sales	
team	to	access	the	mill	 for	 technical	as-
sistance	including	inspection,	error	diag-
nosis,	calibration,	and	troubleshooting.	



                                                                                                                                                                           21 www.westafricanagri.com                     West African Agribusiness  | July-September 2021            
                  



 22                                                                                                                                                                                                                 West African Agribusiness  |  July-September 2021                                              www.westafricanagri.com 

UNLOCK YOUR
PIGS’ POTENTIAL
From day 2 of life, help your pigs thrive as 
they transition through key milestones.

Where most products feed the pig, Tonisity 
have developed products that are designed 
to feed the gut of piglets at different stages 
of their production lifecycle; in the 
farrowing house, at weaning, and for 
weaned or fattening pigs. This leads to:

Improved gut health

Decreased pre-weaning mortality

Increased weights after weaning 
and up to slaughter

Improved return on investment

Tonisity are searching for a partner to 
distribute our products across Africa

If you are an interested distributor, please contact:

info@tonisity.com

Tonisity.com
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nardi-harvesting.com        Nardi on Youtube ›

NARDI HARVESTING. All crops. All combines.
High-productivity headers from Italy arrive in Africa.

Italian design. Strong construction. Built for all combine models...since 35 years.
NARDI headers can harvest with efficiency and versatility your crops. We offer a wide range to harvest all crops: sunflowers, 
corn, soybeans, chickpeas, sesame, sorghum and castor oil. We also produce a line of trailers to safely transport up to 40 km/h 
all the header types on your courtyard to the field. 

MAIZE
Maïs

TRAILER
Chariot

MULTICROP
Multicultures

SUNFLOWER & SORGHUM
Tournesol et sorgho

WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR DEALERS 

IN AFRICA.


